
Newsletter of the London Curling Club December 2007

At 91 years, with only one good eye, long white hair, a red coat, a good
stick, and a sharp mind, Al is the oldest active member of our club. Curling almost
every day in the seniors’ draw, Al is habitually near the top of the attendance list. Al’s
red coat dates back to the 50’s when most men at the club were so attired. Al
thought it was the club uniform and was expected. I believe it is the only one left at
the club.

Al was president in 1978/79. A time when all curlers were ranked as lead,
second, vice, or skip and were only allowed to play up to the position they were
ranked for. The early days of the Sifton Spiel saw Harry Sifton ensuring that no one
broke this rule. Al was a trail blazer when he showed up with a whole team of
seconds.

Al is a musician of some repute. Most Saturday evenings he can be found at
Grand Wood Park Retirement Home giving his piano renditions of old time favorites
for the enjoyment of the residents.

Al enjoys dining with his daughter in town and talks of his 4 grandchildren in
London, Edmonton and Vancouver and one who is riding his bicycle to Florida. Must
have inherited some of his Grandpa’s energy.

Al says he should have been dead two or three times. When he was a
flying instructor during the second world war, one of his students took them through
the top of a tree. Al says a foot lower and they would not have emerged from the
other side. The only repercussion was a few evenings of extra duty. Another time,
when driving with his uncle, they were in an accident and Al went through the
windshield. A cut above the eye proved to be the greatest damage; however the
stitches were put in with no anesthetic! In another incident, while on his bicycle, he
tangled with a taxi and went over the hood. Luckily, no serious damage.

Al chuckles about the $2000 rebate he received from the province and the
anticipated $2000 he will get from the feds for recently buying a hybrid Prius. The
rebates will keep him in fuel for years as he merrily drives to curling and does his
errands about town.

A granola breakfast (some of which he makes himself), yogurt at lunch, no
coffee, small meals at night, frequently climbing the stairs from his basement lounge
to the second floor in his home, help him stay under 200 pounds and fit for life.

Al says, “Enjoy life while you can.”
For a good chat, talk with Al Bayly.

MEET AL BAYLY!!
CURLER, MUSICIAN, GRANDFATHER, VETERAN AND A GREAT GUY

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!!
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Staff: The Backbone of LCC

Our Ice Crew, with their leader Kevin Breivik, provide us with
excellent curling ice, as well as assisting around the house,
when needed.

Les Sonier and his staff are always on duty to ensure that we
receive excellent service at the bar.

The club is clean and well cared for, thanks to the hard work
of Angela, who is a new addition to the club this year and her
presence is obvious in the shining floors and clean
environment.

Barb Colbourn, our office manager, provides support and
encouragement to all elements of the staff and membership
of the club. Ultimately, when we don’t quite know the answer
it’s, “ask Barb”.

The glue who holds all of this together is our Club Manager,
Ken. The staff are all doing their best to carry on and their
effort is indicative of how well Ken has organized the place
and also the esteem in which he is held.

The staff are all striving to “do their best” for Ken and for the
club. With them, we are thankful that Jean has survived her
terrible accident and offer our prayers and support to Ken
and Jean during the days and weeks to come.

LOOKING

for a grrreat Christmas gift
idea?

HOW about a table for “FOUR” at the Restaurant Level
at the J.L.C. on January 10, 2008 to watch the London

Knights host the Kitchener Rangers?

ALSO included is $200.00 towards food and beverage,
for a total value of approximately $300.00

Tickets will be $5.00 each or 3 for $10.00, available
from various league representatives. Draw will take
place December 20, 2007

On sale now!!
Your Fundraising Committee

Congratulations to the teams who were winners at the Senior
Men & Women’s Zone Competition held at the London
Curling Club on the weekend of November 24-25th. Teams
were from Kingsville, Ridgetown, Chatham, Glencoe, Ilderton
and Highland. The spectators were privy to some awesome
curling games, nail-biters right to the end.

TOP NOTCH SENIOR CURLING at LCC

‘A’ Side Winners – Highland
L-R - Ruth Alexander (Skip),
Gayle George, Karen
Webster and
Susan Bierbaum

‘B’ Side Winners – Ilderton
R-L - Linda McKnight
(Skip), Lynn Baker,
Sandra Kleinstiver &
Alison Muirhead

‘A Side Winners – Ridgetown
L-R - Bob Ingram (Skip), LCC’s
Kevin Breivik, Bruce Paterson
and Jim Brackett

‘B’ Side Winners –
Chatham Granite
L-R – Brian Glover, Dennis
Alexander, Jerry Forsyth and
Bob DeVolder

Frank Willoughby, Associate OCA Rep for Zone 16 presented crests to
the winners.

LCC supplied an enjoyable lunch of soup, sandwich, squares and coffee
for the competitors, family and friends.

Thanks to Marg Sirna, Linda Peeling, Penny Brown and Fay Weiler for
their help with this event.

As always, Kevin Breivik and his crew had the ice in tip-top shape..
Thank you guys!

Good Luck to the winning teams as they prepare for Regionals at the
Ingersoll District Curling Club next weekend on December 1-2, 2007.

Sylvia Leuszler, Convenor
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Mixed

The first draw has been completed and the flight winners are :
#1 - Don Dudley
#2 - Barry McCarthy
#3 - Chuck Townsend
#4 - Richard Greenfield
#5 - Jack Nichol
#6 - Derek Shadlock

We are a team short in Flight two as the Walmsley rink has
dropped out due to Jean's accident. If you can fill that spot in
January 2008 that would be great. Please contact Nancy Meyers

Miller League

18 Teams are entered in the 2007-08 Miller League with game
times alternating between 5 and 7pm. The round-robin games

of the Second Draw have now commenced amongst the 3 Flights.

The play-offs will follow the completion of the fourth
draw in March '08.

Please remember that a new end is not to be started after 10
minutes prior to the top of the hour (ie: 6:50 & 8:50pm). This is
to facilitate the ice staff preparing the ice (cleaning, pebbling &
nipping) for the next draw so that games can start at their
scheduled time. Please be considerate of other players.

Hurry Hard!
Ken McKinley

Miller League Convenor

YOUR INVITED!!

All members of the London Curling Club are invited to come
out and enjoy the 98th Annual City of London Bonspiel being
held from January 4 to 6, 2008.

With $7200 in cash up for grabs there will surely be some great
curling!!

The finals are scheduled for 1:00pm on Sunday, January 6th.

Hope to see you there!

DAY TIME MEN

With just under 2 months of curling under our belts we have had
71 individuals who have curled at least once.

After a slow start, by LCC standards, whereby all 5 LCC teams
finished with 1-1 records at the Tier 55 in Aylmer and the Tier
65 in Sarnia, we finally regained our rightful position with a win
at the Tier 55 in St. Thomas. The rink of Bob Freel, Don Agnew,
Bruce Cooper and Hank Buechler put together a scintillating
16-0 second game, featuring 8 stolen ends.

December 4th and 5th marks the 24th Harry Sifton Classic here
at the club, with 32 teams participating, of which 8 are from the
LCC.

On Tuesday December 8th we will holding our annual
Christmas luncheon. Sign up sheet will be posted shortly.

Eat, drink and be merry, and people will wonder how you can
afford it!

Bob Hyatt

L-R Bob Freel, Hank Buechler, Don Agnew, Bruce Cooper

AROUND THE HOUSE

•A new bar counter has been installed.
• A ‘Butt Box’ at the front door for the smokers.

Thanks to Ron McLennan & Don Lowry
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11th Curl for the Cure WOMEN’S CHARITY BONSPIEL

WOW! What an incredible day!
The 11th Annual Curl for the Cure Women’s Charity Bonspiel held on Saturday, November 17th was a tremendously successful
event. 24 teams from the Guelph, Exeter, Stratford, Highland, London, Ilderton, St. Thomas and Woodstock Curling Clubs were
piped onto the ice by Alex Adams.

A total of $41,500.00, was raised, which greatly exceeded my highest expectations ($2,880 Registration, $26,795.26 Participant
Pledges, $5,500 Kellogg’s Employees’ Pledges, $4,927 Silent Auction, $1,167 Raffle, $116 Christmas Cookie Raffle, and $115
Clothing Sales. Each year the total revenue generated has grown immensely.

The fundraising total since Curl for the Cure was introduced to the London Curling Club in 1997 is now $292,105.72!!

Congratulations to Debbie McRitchie from Woodstock and Laura Rozon, Joanne Laws, Cindy Thom, all from LCC, who raised
$2,590, $1,687, $1,335, and $1060 respectively. $40,333.26 was donated to Rethink Breast Cancer to help to support research at
the London Regional Cancer Centre. $1,167 was donated to Wellspring, in memory of Kit Benson.

Congratulations to LCC’s rink of Sandy Bradford-Zavitz (Skip), Sue Beckett (Vice), Susie Wong (Second) and Caroline Pavlin
(Lead), who won the first draw and the “Curl for the Cure - Kit Benson Memorial Trophy and to LCC”s team of Eileen Rochefort,
(Skip), Wendy Foster (Vice), Lois Jackson (Second) and Rhonda Persichilli (Lead), who won the second draw.

Thanks to all participants, to all those who sponsored the participants and to all those who donated items for the Silent Auction,
Prize Table, Raffle, Food Table and Gift Bags.

A special thanks to the London Curling Club for donating the ice and club facilities and for the tremendous assistance provided by
their staff to host this event.

Thanks to Committee Members (Pam Harrison, Joanne Laws, Miolyka Steele, Cindy Thomas, Lesley Steele and Pat Steele) and to
Volunteers (Jean Cameron, Judy Clark, Jill Day, Marjorie Dool, Marj Dudley, Dave Fraser, Ashley Ho, Ed Harrison, Linda Karl, Julie
Lazenby, Carol Moir, Cheryl Phillips, Larry Round, Jacque Rowe, Karen Shearer, Marnie Sherritt, Earl Steele, Harry Steele, Sarah
Steele, Jerry Thomas, and Kendra Thomas) who helped to make this a truly successful event.

Special thanks to our guest speakers, Lynn-Marie Postovit from the Schulich School of Medicine UWO and Sheila Densham from
the Ontario Breast Screening Program for their enlightening, informative presentations.

Thanks to all for a great day of fun, fellowship and good curling.
Thanks to all for joining us in the fight to end breast cancer.

Linda Round (Curl for the Cure Bonspiel Chairperson)
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ROSE & JOHN GERAGHTY

London Stores

1061 Wonderland Rd. S. (519) 685-2261 Fax: (519) 685-7085
Westmount Shopping Centre (519) 473-1103 Fax: (519) 473-1048
4530 Colonel Talbot Road (519) 652-0700 Fax: (519) 652-6882
1322 Commissioners Rd. W (519) 641-2333 Fax: (519) 641-8580

Richard J. Nemeth
Vice President
Investment Advisor

CIBC Wood Gundy is a division of
CIBC World Markets Inc.

CIBC World Markets Inc.
One London Place
255 Queens Avenue, Ste. 2200
London, ON N6A 5R8

Tel: (519) 640-7740
Fax: (519) 663-5037
Toll Free: 1-800-265-5982

The Nemeth Group

Juniors
The Junior Zones were held in Ilderton on November 17/18. Eight teams were entered. The winner on the A side was
Jared Collie (Highland) & the B side Chris Luscumb (Ilderton). Our team Easter from LCC did not luck out & drew to play
their first game against Jared Collie. Overall it was a good game against a much older team. Our second game was
against the Forest team and ended with a win and shaking of hands in 8 after a 9-2 score. Sunday morning against Team
Krell from Highland also ended after 8 with a win of 10-4. The afternoon draw was against Willemsma from Kingsville and
unfortunately, we couldn't squeak out another win -- it came down to the 10th end and a 10-9 loss for the B side semi-
finals.

Congrats to David, Brian, Aaron and Curtis - they represented our club well and are really looking forward to preparing for
the Bantam Zones in January. As always, they appreciate the kind words of encouragement from Club members.

Good luck to Jared & Chris at the Regionals being held in Forest this weekend.
Comment from an observer…………’ man but those kids really did well. We’re really proud of how they curled and how
they behaved. They always represent our club like gentlemen’.

Men
One team has entered the TSC Stores Tankard zones December 7-9th at the Sydenham Curling Club in
Wallaceburg. Ean MacDonald, David Heinrichs, Ted Ellwood and Bob Bourdeau
One team has entered the Holiday Inn Challenge at Beach Grove Golf & Curling Club on
January 4-6, 2008. Dave Beckett, Tom Zavitz, Paul Reily and Dave Fraser

Women
There were no entries for the Senior Women's Zone playdowns and The Tournament of Hearts Zones.

The Club Entry Sheet is posted for the Master Women's Zone Playdowns. They will be played at the Highland
Country Club January 5-7, 2008. To be eligible to play in this competition, each female player on a team must be an
OCA member and be at least 60 years of age. The Club Closing Date for this competition is Dec. 11, 2007.

Keep checking your bulletin boards for curling updates
Competition entry forms are posted for upcoming events.
 Take special notice of the Club and Zone Closing Dates

ALL ENTERIES ARE TO BE DONE ONLINE BY THE TEAM! www.ontcurl.com

Teresa Easter, David Peeling, Linda Peeling & Sylvia Leuszler
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WOMEN'S DAYTIME SECTION NEWS

JEAN WALMSLEY

We were shocked to learn of the terrible motor vehicle accident in which Jean Walmsley, through no fault of her own, was badly
injured. It happened Tuesday evening, November 6. Her broken legs, hip and arm tested the skill of the orthopedic surgeons.

Fortunately, Jean is blessed with a strong body, mind and spirit. We are greatly relieved by the good news of her amazing
progress. Now at Parkwood Hospital, she will receive many weeks of extensive physiotherapy. We know Jean is up to the task at
hand and we miss her very much at the Club. Jean, you are in our thoughts and prayers. Yours are rather large shoes to fill, but
we are doing our best at Women's Daytime Section without you. We wish you a speedy recovery and look forward to your return
next fall.

It will come as no surprise that many, many people truly care about both Ken and Jean. We, the members, are supporting them in a
myriad of ways. To Ken, we have missed you. It is no accident that you both have received the Spirit of Curling Award.. We are
grateful for your ongoing and selfless contribution.

YOUNG and COMPANY (Marg Sirna, Doris Montgomery)
This six week event ended with prizes and a lunch provided by the curlers, served by volunteers Linda Karl and Ruth Prentice.
Bill Young, President of Young and Company Jewellers in White Oaks Mall, presented the trophy to Sydney Davidson, Cathy
Townsend, Marilyn Wearring and Skip Marg Sirna. Prizes went to the Second place team :Marnie Sherritt, Holly Cox, Carolyn
Petley and Skip Mo Cloghesy and to Third place team: Marilynne Van Buskirk, Verna Capson and Skip Marj Dool. We wish
Barb Vitkauskas a speedy recovery.

THE JEANETTES' EARLY BIRD BONSPIEL (Marianne La Rose, Marilynne Van Buskirk)
Our Club offered a lively day of competitive curling as 12 teams participated in our first bonspiel of the season. Eight in-club and
four out-of-club teams played two eight- end games and enjoyed a catered lunch hosted by thee generations of Jeanettes:
Grace, Heather and Joyce.

Congratulations to Dot MacRae's London Club team: Elinor DesRosiers, Mary Ellen Duggan and Marlene Suzuki. The other
top 3 finishers, all from the Aylmer Club, were skipped by Christa Brouwer, Jeanette Pesall and Ann De Ryk. Our thanks goes
to Joyce Hetherington for her sponsorship, to Pat Bell for her kitchen assistance and to Marianne and Marilynne for a fine
event.

OUT OF TOWN BONSPIEL RESULTS
Ingersoll Two Day: Winner of the Royal Bank "B" Event: Linda Round, Sharon Sivak, Joan Dickie and Skip Marg Fliss.
Winner of the Consolation "D" Event: Sandy Ronson, Marianne La Rose, Pat Bell and Skip Connie Weir.
Ingersoll One Day: Second Place, First Draw: Holly Cox, Dianne McKenna, Joyce Hetherington and Skip Sylvia Leuszler.

The Jeannette's plus the
Winners Dot MacRae, Marlene
Suzuki, Mary Ellen Duggan &
Elinor Desrosiers
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NEW EVENT: CURL FOR A CAUSE
The "Marj Carson Curl for Cancer" ends with the departure of daughter, Pat Chater, and her sponsorship of this event. We are grateful
for the many years of support from Pat and her family. This presented us with an opportunity to build on the best of the past and create
a new event.

The Executive agreed to keep a winter event which raises funds for a worthy cause. They have accepted committee recommendations
to create a "Curl for a Cause", the cause to be determined annually.

The worthy cause for 2008 is MY SISTERS' PLACE. Our new sponsor is Kay Carr. Thank you very, very much Kay. Convenor Marj
Dudley is now accepting your donations for the raffle table. Do remember that regifting helps clear the closets. Finally, our
appreciation is extended to committee members: Joan Bancroft, Marj Dudley, Deanne Fitzpatrick, Joyce Hetherington, Linda Peeling,
Lil Richardson, Shirley Vaile.

FUND RAISER-THEATRE NIGHT (Pam Harrison)
Our second fund raising event generated $70, bringing our total to $667.51. We appreciate the support of those who purchased tickets.
The London Community Players did a wonderful job of "The Lion in Winter", performed at the nearby Palace Theatre.

Our next opportunity to raise money and enjoy live theatre is Thursday January 24. It's a David French comedy, "Jitters", about what
actors go through prior to the on stage, live performance. See Pam Harrison or Sheila Novlan for your $12 tickets. Let's make this a
fun evening.

PLANNING AHEAD

CHRISTMAS PARTY (Penny Brown, Linda Peeling)
Wednesday December 12 from 9 am to 2 pm. Curling, prizes, lunch, great fun and sistership! Our convenors have tickets available for
$8. Social and regular members are invited to once again donate generously to My Sister's Place. They need "gently used" back
packs, socks, underwear, gloves, mitts, shampoo, personal care items and gift certificates to Tim Horton's.

December 06: BONANZA (Marlene Suzuki, Joanne Laws), 6 Thursdays

December 11: BERNIES (Bonny Shawyer, Karen Lowry), 6 Tuesdays

December 12: CHRISTMAS PARTY
January 02: LEADS & SECONDS (Barb Dalrymple, Sherry Chambers), 4 Wednesdays

January 16: GRANDMOTHERS BONSPIEL (Sherry Chambers, Eleanor Fair)

January 24: "JITTERS", Palace Theatre Fund Raiser

January 28: CARD PARTY (Connie Weir, Linda Peeling)

January 30: SKINS GAME (Pat Bell, Sandy Ronson)

January 31: BYOP (Carolyn Petley, Pam Harrison)

February 13: SWEETHEART BONSPIEL (Jean Cameron)

February 20: CURL FOR A CAUSE (Marj Dudley, Fay Weiler)

WOMEN'S DAYTIME SECTION NEWS (cont’d)

WINTER PLANT SALE

Marlene and Marianne thank members for their Winter
plant orders.

The plants will be delivered to the club on Friday,
December 7 and will be available for pickup by 9:00 am.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
DECEMBER

1 Bantam/Junior LCC Bonspiel
8 UWO Kinesiology Clinic

Bring a Friend
12 Women’s Christmas Party
22-25 Club Closed
26 Open Curling - Reservation

required
27-28 Club closed for Maintenance
29-31 Club Closed
JANUARY
1 Club closed
4-6 City of London Cashspiel
12 Advanced Clinic
16 Grandmother’s Bonspiel
19 3M Bonspiel
26 Spring Thaw Mixed Bonspiel
28 Women’s Card Party

A WORD FROM THE PRO SHOPPE

Why not a gift certificate this year?
Yes, why not consider a gift certificate this year? We have them
in several different dollar amounts starting at ten dollars and they
are good for the whole 2007-2008 curling season..

Choose something from our fine line of clothing which include
embroidered turtlenecks, ladies fleece vests, Unisex Select
Jacket, or an Elan jacket designed exclusively for ladies.

You might consider a short sleeve golf shirt available in both
mens and ladies styles with several different colours to choose
from.

Still thinking of a new pair of curling shoes? Why not a pair of
The Eagle shoe for the novice curler, the Bella shoe for the
ladies, or the Allegro or Summit shoe, both mens and ladies, with
several different slider thicknesses available.

We also have a large inventory of brooms, stop watches, delivery
aids, gloves, mitts and curling pants.

To assist in the decision- making process we will have our display
set up during the week of December 10th through December 16th
on the main floor.

Make your first stop this Christmas shopping season right here
at Your London Curling Club Pro Shoppe.
.

Tips to keep play moving that are practiced by competitive
teams - often using time clocks:

* After release of the stone, the thrower should be prepared
to move to the side of the sheet at the near hog line. This
allows the other team to throw their rock more quickly as
compared to waiting for players to clear the rings as they
walk back to the end boards.

* Front end players be prepared to throw as soon as the
skips instructions & broom is ready....save the time for the
more complex shots occurring later in the end.

* Limit the sorting of rocks & the time required for end
changeover. The first rock of the end is pretty straight-
forward; the non-throwing team should be at the near hog-
line. They can all return to the head to sort their rocks, clean
the first rock & be in position to sweep, once their opponents
rock passes them.

* Doing the math: the elapsed-running time of rocks on our
excellent ice would be 30 seconds maximum x 16 rocks = 8
minutes total running time per end. Two hours divided by 8
ends = 15 minutes per end. However, a completed 8 end
game within a 2 hour period is increasingly rare. We all can
make a difference....

MORNING SMILE!!

While driving in Pennsylvania, a family caught up to an Amish
carriage. The owner of the carriage obviously had a sense of
humour, because attached to the back was a hand printed
sign…….
”Energy efficient vehicle: Runs on oats and grass. Caution: Do
not step in exhaust.”

SATURDAY NIGHT SPECIAL

Sign up for the remaining spots in the Open Fun Spiel on
Saturday night Dec. 8th.

Bring at least two non-members to introduce them to the club and
to curling. Only $10.00 per person collected from the skips, will
give you pre-game practice time, a 6 end game, followed by free
pizza and prizes plus all the beer you want to buy.

Show a friend or relative the joy of curling!!

Sign up sheet is on the Bulletin Board near front door.


