
Newsletter of the London Curling Club October 2009

Spirit of Curling Award Winners
for 2008-09 Season

Congratulations to Lil Richardson and to Mark Flynn, 
recipients of this past season’s Spirit of Curling Awards. 

Lil has been a member of the club since 1973 and is 
respected for her good sportsmanship, her organizational 
leadership and her involvement as a volunteer on countless 
projects. 

Mark is likely the youngest and newest club member ever 
to receive the award.  He has made good suggestions for 
recruiting new members, enthusiastically enjoys the game 
and reaches out to ensure that all those on the ice have an 
enjoyable experience.

WELCOME BACK CURLERS!!!!!

The club unveiled its newly renovated locker rooms on September 17th  in a ribbon cutting celebration 
that included London-West MPP Chris Bentley, London-Fanshawe MPP Khalil Ramal, Ontario Trillium 
Foundation representative Ted Lo, LCC  President Don Agnew and LCC Past President, Bruce Cooper.

“This grant has enabled our club to continue to modernize this facility which has been at its present 
location since 1928”, said Agnew.  “Over the past decade, the club has made major upgrades in its 
refrigeration plant, the interior walls of the curling area, the roof and other aspects of the building 
envelope, and the club lounge.  We are one of the oldest curling clubs in Ontario, dating back to 1848.   
We are sure that our 700 plus members and guest players to our club will appreciate the new locker 
facilities”.

The OTF grant of $50,000 assisted the club in covering the $130,000 project.  Since 1997, the club has 
spent almost $800,000 in building upgrades.   The project included a revised floor plan for the locker 
rooms on the second floor and the basement,  new paint, carpeting and lockers.

“The Ontario Trillium Foundation sees this grant as a further investment in Old East London”, said OTF 
representative Ted Lo,  “There are many examples of the rejuvenation in this sector of the city as 
evidenced by many new developments in this immediate area.”

The Ontario Trillium Foundation is an agency of the Government of Ontario. For over 25 years, the 
Foundation has supported the growth and vitality of communities across the province. It continues to 
strengthen the capacity of the volunteer sector through investments in community-based initiatives

RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY CELEBRATES
NEW LOCKER ROOMS
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MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT----

Welcome to a New Curling Season!

Your Board would like to welcome all members of the L.C.C. back 
for another season.

It is always unfortunate to loose a member of our group and 
particularly sad when it is someone so active and giving to the 
club.  The club mourns the passing of Margaret Sirna, last years
past president, and our sympathy goes out to Harry and family.  
The Board unanimously voted to accept the Women’s Daytime 
Socials request to award Marg “The Spirit of Curling Award”
posthumously.

It has been a busy summer with new lockers installed at a cost 
significantly below budget.  New windows have been installed 
upstairs and new energy efficient lighting will be installed in the 
arena prior to the ice removal.  2/3 of the costs of each are 
covered by the Federal and Provincial Infrastructure Grant for 
non-profit sports facilities.

Our new registration system was used this year with about half of 
the forms submitted electronically.  We will try to improve on this 
process each year.  

You will note the new in ice advertising on each sheet at the east 
end.  Thanks to Harry Steele and his advertising committee for 
getting the program implemented and providing the club with a 
new source of revenue. 

Thanks to Peter Askey and his committee for their work on Doors 
Open which gave the club great exposure.  

We are indebted to so many who volunteer their time and efforts 
to make our club a better place. You are encouraged to volunteer
whenever able.  

I encourage any member who has a question, concern or 
suggestion to contact a board member so they can bring the 
matter to our next meeting and a response will go back to you.

Enjoy the season, 
Don Agnew

MARGARET SIRNA-------

Marg Sirna was a woman of worth, multi-faceted, and truly 
extraordinary.  She will always be remembered at LCC for her endless 
energy, passion and service to others. She was involved in so many 
aspects of life at LCC. 

In 2003-04, Marg served as chair of the Women’s Day Section even 
though she had not been a member of the WDS for very long.  She 
also convened many events and bonspiels.  She acted as secretary of 
the Women’s 2 Day event for many years.  Her creativity was evident 
in the posters which she prepared for these bonspiels

In 2007-2008, Marg served as President of the London Curling Club.  
She was responsible for much of the decision making at a time of
major renovations at the Club particularly with regard to the interior of 
the arena. 

When the time came to hire a new manager, Marg helped with the 
staff interviewing process.  As Past President in 2009 she chaired the 
Committee to renegotiate the contracts of our staff members for 
another term. 

Concerned about improving the membership of LCC, Marg chaired 
the Marketing Committee a committee designed to entice new people 
to join the Club.

At a time when the Club did not have a full time manager, she willingly 
volunteered to manage the office on many occasions.  Needless to
say she did the job efficiently and graciously.  

When the Tournament of Hearts was held in London in 2006, Marg 
chaired the Decorating Committee for the event which was at times a 
big challenge. She represented LCC on the London Legacy Group.
Marg was not only an efficient administrator but also a willing worker 
in the kitchen.  In this role she organized the food for events like the 
City of London Bonspiel and the Briar Patch.  

A curling rock has been named in her honour!

We will truly miss her at London Curling Club!

A very tragic automobile accident 
happened on July 5, 2009 at Parry Sound 
taking the life of our beloved Marg Sirna. 
She had been a member of our club since 
1993 when she and Harry joined LCC.
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‘Paint The Pole!’ Contest

There is a support pole in the Men’s locker room at the North 
end that presents an opportunity for our creative juices to be 
applied, and dress up a drab looking pole.

It is an iron pole, with 3 holes in it at various levels, plus a
‘knob’ where the steel pin comes through. This leads to even 
more options for the decoration of the pole.

We are asking members to come up with ideas to make 
something unique by painting the pole, and submit those ideas 
(in writing or by sketch, please) to the office by the end of 
October, when a committee will select the winning design and 
ask the originator to put their ingenuity to work by putting 
‘brush to canvas’, so to speak.

A suitable prize will be given to the winner of the ‘Paint The 
Pole Contest’.

We look forward to seeing many suggestions and ideas. Get 
those creative juices flowing!

www.azizphoto.com

A BIG SCREEN TV
37” SAMSUNG HLD LCD

Just like the one in the lounge

$5 PER TICKET – 3 FOR $10
PROCEEDS WILL GO TO PURCHASE 

A NEW TV  FOR THE CLUB
DRAW WILL BE NOVEMBER 20TH

Tickets will be available at curling times

CONGRATULATIONS !!!

To Harry Steel and the Advertising Committee for selling 12 in-
ice ads, a first for our Club and a welcome addition to our 
advertising efforts.

100th CITY OF LONDON 
BONSPIEL

January 9 and 10, 2010

Mark these dates on your calendar and plan to come out to watch 
some great curling and help the club celebrate this historic event.

Volunteers are needed to help make this year extra special! We 
need help with the meals and other tasks, and we would also like 
to find one individual that would be willing to look through the
London Curling Club and/or London Free Press archives for 
information about past City of London Bonspiels. The task would 
be to find old photos, news clippings and interesting comments and 
to help complete a listing of past City of London champions.

If you can help out in any way please contact Greg Lewis.
Thanks and good curling!

Dominion Curling Championship

The Dominion Curling Championships are set to go the 
weekend of October 23-25.  The Women’s Division will play at 
the Aylmer Curling Club and the Men will play at the Ingersoll 
Curling Club on these dates.

Two very worthy teams will represent the London Curling Club 
in this annual event. Representing the Women’s Champions will 
be Team Pfaff.  The team consists of Amy Campbell – lead, 
Jennifer Chapman – second, Katie Lambert – vice and Darlene 
Pfaff as the Skip.  This is a double knockout format and only 
one team from Zone 16 will go to the Provincial Finals.

Team Beckett will represent the Men’s Champions.  Chris 
Thompson will play lead, Paul Reily mans second, Tom Zavitz 
vices and Dave Beckett will skip.  Again, only one team from 
Zone 16 will make it to the Provincial Finals.

If you get a chance to, come out and cheer on your favorite 
team or if you cannot make it, wish these players all the best. 
Good Luck Teams!!!
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YOUTH PROGRAMS

Welcome back to all LCC curlers! We are looking forward to 
getting back on the ice, and that includes our Youth Program 
curlers. Every Sunday afternoon, kids from age 8 to 18 learn 
how to play the game and improve their skills over the season.

It goes without saying that they are likely to continue curling into 
adulthood, and with the average age at clubs increasing every 
year, we need that "fresh blood" that they contribute to the 
sport’s future. Last year, we had about 35 curlers in the Little 
Rocks, Bantam, and Junior divisions. However, the little rockers
were down to about 9 children by season’s end, and we had 
trouble sometimes forming two teams to play games.

We are asking that you all make an effort to bring more kids to 
the London Curling Club. If you have children, grandchildren, or
family friends that may be interested, please talk up the sport 
and encourage them to come out. We all know the health and 
social benefits of curling, so it should be an easy sell! Also, the 
price is right-- only $60 for the whole season. We have two 
parties, and host or attend several bonspiels each year. 

Our first day is October 4, but new curlers can start any time 
during the season. If more information is needed, please 
contact the convenors listed below.

Steve Hobbs
Little Rocks Convenor (age 8-13)
226-663-1404

Jennifer Cuddie
Bantam/Junior Convenor (age 14-18)
519-649-6651

Thanks for your support of our Youth Program!

OCA REPORT – OCTOBER 2009

Our LCC OCA Reps for 2009-2010 are:
•Men’s Rep & Board Rep – Tom Zavitz
•Women’s Rep – Sandy Bradford-Zavitz
•Junior Rep – Teresa Easter

All the reps attended the Fall OCA Meeting held on Thursday, 
September 10th, 2009 at the Golden Acres Curling Club in 
Blenheim.

Please visit the OCA website at www.ontcurl.com to find out the 
2009-10 season OCA  Zone Competitions (sign-up sheets are 
posted in the appropriate locker rooms throughout the Club), OCA
Training Courses and Coaching Clinics (for times and locations) 
and  rule changes for the upcoming year.

The Reps will give a short presentation to their leagues to 
encourage teams to enter the OCA Competitions and explain the 
‘Online Entry’ two-part process that we’ll be using again this year.
You can review the process on the OCA website: www.ontcurl.com
(Click on “Online Entry”) to learn more. We encourage you to use 
the OCA website to search for bonspiels, competition dates, rules, 
and lots of curling news.

Have a great curling season!
Teresa Easter, Sandy Bradford-Zavitz & Tom Zavitz

OCA Reps London Curling Club

FRIDAY NIGHT MIXED CURLING

Welcome back Friday Night Mixed Curlers and I wish everyone a 
great season.

We are always looking for teams. Please contact the club or 
myself.

-Nancy Myers Convenor (519-455-7447) 

EARMUFFS 
ANYONE???

Why is Mike Bancroft wearing 
earmuffs? 

On Mar. 12, 2009, Mike was 
playing Chuck Townsend and Mike 
wanted to save his eardrums from 
the deafening "Hurry, Hurry" shouts 
from his opponent!!! 

Did it work Mike???

We sure like to have fun in the 
Teasdale League.
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On September 19 and 20, the London Curling Club participated in the Doors Open London program.  
Thanks to the efforts of a team of ten writers and 30 plus volunteers, the club opened its doors to the 
general public.  The tour guides shared information about the club’s history, how the game is played, 
how curling ice is different than hockey ice, the factors that make a rock curl, and membership 
opportunities.

The London Curling Club was one of ten London sites featured in a provincial publication outlining 
the variety of Doors Open projects across Ontario.

The London Curling Club is the second oldest curling club in Ontario with continuity stretching back 
to the 1840’s.  The Doors Open London project enabled the general public to see our modernized 
facilities and to listen to our tour guides share their enthusiasm for the game.

Doors Open London

The Teasdale Senior Curling League is almost ready to roll into 
the 2009-2010 season which begins on Oct. 15 at 1:30. At this 
point, we do not know how many teams are entered but there 
will be at least a full draw for sure. A new co-convenor has 
come on board and his name is Gord Sellery. We welcome his 
expertise.

The 2008-2009 season ended on Mar. 26 with Pat and Ken 
Teasdale presenting the plaque to Ron McLennan’s team of 
Bruce Cooper, Nick Sauter, and Bob Wakefield. This team 
ended with 1 more point than Mike Bancroft’s Team.

Teasdale League

Good luck to all teams for the up-coming 2009-2010 season. Gord Sellery—Ron McLennan  Convenors

AROUND THE HOUSE
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ROSALEE E KUCHYNSKI, CGA, CFP, TEP
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER, TRUST &ESTATE PRACTITIONER

640 COLBORNE STREET                                         TELEPHONE: 519.432.5646

LONDON, ONN6B2V2                                                FACSIMILE: 519.432.5456

VISIT US AT:   WWW.JOHNSTONANDCO.CA

OCTOBER 16 - 19, 2009

Will the young and talented Rachel Homan Ottawa Rink score a 
HAT TRICK, and win their 3rd SOWCC championship at our 
13th annual cash spiel?????

This is a World Curling Tour Event showcasing world class 
women’s curling while supporting local initiatives in breast 
cancer research. Since this event began in 1997, we have 
raised $182.915.

Highland and Ilderton Curling Clubs will be hosting the games 
from Oct. 16 - 19, with finals taking place at Ilderton on Monday, 
Oct. 19th. Draw times are 9a.m., 2p.m., 7p.m.

2010 Olympic teams, Bingyu Wang(China) and Mirjam 
Ott(Switzerland) along with Anna Sloan(Scotland), Erica Brown 
and Patti Lank, former USA Champions, will join a strong 
contingent of Canadian Rinks, Sherry Middaugh, Alison Goring, 
Ann Dunn, Jo-Ann Rizzo, and Suzanne Birt(nee Gaudet) PEI, to 
name a few, as well as two local rinks, Jordan Ariss, and Amie 
Shackleton. 

Our major Fund Raiser is the Celebrity Curling Clinic, held at 
our club on Friday, Oct. 16 from 5:30 - 7:00p.m. Clinicians are 
Jim Waite, CCA National Coach, Scott Arnold CCA Technical 
Coach, and 12 Star Curlers participating in our Cashspiel . The 
fee for this clinic is $50.00, and includes a tax receipt and a 
wine and cheese reception. If you are interested in participating, 
please call Marlene Suzuki @ 519 471-6108. 

As part of our fundraising efforts, a raffle table will be set up at 
our club on Friday, Oct. 16. If you are able to donate an item for 
the table, there will be a box in the women's locker room, or you 
can contact Marnie Dickout or Marlene Suzuki.

For draw times and more information please visit our website at
www.sowcc.isp.ca/current/Default.htm

Marnie Dickout & Marlene Suzuki
LCC Cashspiel Representatives

Proceeds from Entry Fees, Participants’ Pledges, Silent Auction 
and Corporate Contributions will be donated to the Rethink 
Breast Cancer Charitable Organization to support breast cancer 
research at the London Regional Cancer Centre, as well as 
public awareness and educational programs through Team 
Shan.  Proceeds from the Raffle will be donated to Wellspring, 
in memory of Kit Benson.  Since this event began at the London 
Curling Club in 1997, a total of $325,120.72 has been raised.  
Our 2009 goal is to raise over $35,000!!!!! 

Registration packages/pledge forms have been distributed to 
the Skips of all teams who participated in this event during the
past two years.  They will also be available in the Women’s 
Locker Room and Office at both the Highland Country Club and 
London Curling Club.  Corporate sponsorship and donations of 
items for the Silent Auction, Raffle, Prize Table and Participant 
Gift Bags are required and will be greatly appreciated by the 
Organizing Committee.  If you wish to donate an item, please 
contact Lorraine Ollson or Pam Harrison.  

PLEASE CONTINUE TO SUPPORT THIS VERY 
WORTHWHILE CAUSE, WHICH TOUCHES THE LIVES OF 
SO MANY PEOPLE EACH YEAR AND JOIN US IN THE FIGHT 
TO END BREAST CANCER.  PLEASE HELP US TO 
CELEBRATE THE FUN, FRIENDSHIP AND TREMENDOUS 
FUNDRAISING SUCCESS OF THE “CURL FOR THE CURE”
WOMEN’S CHARITY BONSPIEL, WHICH HAS BEEN 
HOSTED BY THE LCC DURING THE PAST 12 YEAR AND 
WHICH WILL CONTINUE AT THE HIGHLAND COUNTRY 
CLUB.

Lorraine Ollson (Highland Country Club Co-Chair)
(519)  681-4146  olleeollson@sympatico.ca

Pam Harrison (London Curling Club Co-Chair)
(519) 686-2559  pamharrison@execulink.com

New ROCK TALK 
e-mail address

rocktalk@londoncurling.ca
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ROSE & JOHN GERAGHTY
London Stores

1061 Wonderland Rd. S.           (519) 685-2261    Fax: (519) 685-7085
Westmount Shopping Centre     (519) 473-1103   Fax: (519) 473-1048
4530 Colonel Talbot Road         (519) 652-0700    Fax: (519) 652-6882
1322 Commissioners Rd. W      (519) 641-2333    Fax: (519) 641-8580

Richard J. Nemeth
Vice President
Investment Advisor

CIBC Wood Gundy is a division of
CIBC World Markets Inc.

CIBC World Markets Inc.
One London Place
255 Queens Avenue, Ste. 2200
London, ON   N6A 5R8

Tel:   (519) 640-7740
Fax:  (519) 663-5037
Toll Free:  1-800-265-5982

The  Nemeth Group

CLOSING GENERAL MEETING
We concluded our 2008-2009 curling season with a catered lunch, lively conversation and a short business meeting.  Five social members and 46 
regular members were in attendance. Pam Harrison presented Joyce Hetherington with the Chair’s pin in recognition of her role as Chair for the 2008-
2009 year.  Joyce has filled this role with great commitment, passion and creativity.

INCOMING WDS EXECUTIVE
Past Chair:  Joyce Hetherington
Chair:  Jean Cameron
Vice Chair:  Linda Round
Games:  Marj Dudley, Marianne LaRose (assistant)
Games Committee:  Joan Dickie, Mary Ellen Duggan, Mary McGuigan
Secretary:  Mary Lois Cooper
Photographer/Historian:  Penny Brown, Jan Murray (assistant)
Trophies:  Marg Fliss
Advisory Committee:  Sharon Sivak, Lil Richardson, Ruth Prentice

SUBWAY-Sarnia Rd & Western Rd: (Holly Cox-Convenor/Marilynne Van Buskirk –Co-convenor)
Twenty-four curlers participated in the Subway Event.  On the final day curlers enjoyed subs, condiments and cookies provided by the Sponsor Maurice 
Hicks.  This season Maurice has increased the amount of his sponsorship.  As a result we would like to encourage his continued interest in the club by 
supporting his business.  Please make it a point when visiting his business to mention your involvement in LCC.
Winners of the Subway Event were Sylvia Leuszler, Penny Brown, Marilynne Van Buskirk, Marnie Sherritt.  Second place winners were Sharon Sivak, 
Sandy Ronson, Fay Weiler and Mardi McLachlan.  Winners of third place were Doreen Stacey, Ruth Prentice, Barb Gordon and Sydney Davidson.

NASH: The last day of the Nash Bonspiel was celebrated on March 24th 2009.  After six weeks of enjoying our curling games, we were thrilled to have 
a LCC member Deb Laing and former member Diane Lewis of Nash Jewellers, join us for our presentations and prizes.
The Nash Jewellers’ trophy was presented to Doreen Stacy and her team of Carolyn Petley, Jean Cameron and Donna Millar.  Second place winners 
were Joan Bidinosti and team, Karen Lowry, Penny Brown and Sheila McSwiggan.  Third place winners were Sheila Novlan, Carol Moir, Barbara 
Gordon and Marnie Sherritt.
Many thanks to the generous prizes donated by Nash Jewellers and to Betty Burrows and Holly Cox, for their delicious desserts.  Thank you to all the 
participating curlers.

FRIDAY COMPETITIVE LEAGUE (Jean Cameron, Convenor/ Karen Shearer, Co-convenor) 
The Women’s Competitive League began on October 3, 2008 and culminated on March 27, 2009.  Thirteen competitive rinks played a round robin draw 
which ended on February 6th.   Winners of round robin play were Dot MacRae, Marlene Suzuki, Mary Blasl and Linda Round.  
The top seven teams went to Flight A, the other teams to Flight B for the play downs.  The winners of the trophy were the team of Marge Dool, Marj 
Dudley, Pam Harrison and Jean Cameron.  The last game ended on March the 27th with the traditional pot lunch and the presentation of prizes.  

Flight A Winners:
FIRST:  Marge Dool, Marj Dudley, Pam Harrison, Jean Cameron
SECOND:   Doreen Stacey, Bonny Shawyer, Kathy Townsend, 
Barb Gordon
THIRD:  Sharon McLaren, Carol Moir, Jessie McLean, Jan 
Murray
FOURTH:  Lil Richardson, Shirley Vaile, Joan Cuthbert, Marg 
Sirna

Flight B Winners:
FIRST:  Sheila Novlan, Deanne Fitzpatrick, Nellie Haig, Penny 
Brown
SECOND:  Joan Dickie, Marg Fliss, Sharon Sivak, Karen Shearer
THIRD:  Janet Stenson, Marilyn Wearring, Mardi McLachlan, Barb 
Lauchner
FOURTH:  Jill Day, Betty Burrows, Susan Lundy, Holly Cox.

It was a good season of keen competition, good friendship and much fun.  We look forward to next year’s season with Karen Shearer at 
the helm.

Special thanks to the convenors of these events!!!. 

WOMENS DAYTIME SECTION NEWS
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Presidents League

Welcome all the President's league curlers back. 

There will be two flights again this year with 12 teams in 
each. There will be 2 round robin schedules - one from October to 
December and the other from January to the end of the year.

The bottom 4 teams in Flight A will move down to Flight B after 
Christmas and the top 4 teams in Flight B will move up to Flight A.

Both flights will be re-seeded for one playoff game at the end of the 
year with cash prizes to all winning teams. The League Champions 
will be the winner of the playoff game between the top 2 teams in 
Flight A.
A reminder to everyone that all the league information is located on 

the bulletin board around the corner from the curling supplies in the 
glass case. Please feel free to make corrections to names and 
contact information and I will continue to revise the information as 
the season goes along.

Wishing everyone a great season...

Roger Moyer -Convenor, President's League

THE PRO SHOPPE
CARRIES A COMPLETE LINE OF CURLING ITEMS.

BROOMS AND REPLACEMENT HEADS
LADIES AND MENS JACKETS, FLEECE VESTS, GOLF 

SHIRTS, TURTLENECKS
CURLING SHOES WITH VARYING SLIDER THICKNESS’

GLOVES & MITTS
CURLING PANTS
STOPWATCHES

KNEE PADS & PANT SAVERS
GRIPPERS & SLIDERS & KITS

STABILIZERS AND DELIVERY STICKS

IF YOU DON’T SEE WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR,
PLEASE ASK

UPCOMING EVENTS---
October 3- Curling Clinic 9-12 AM
October 7- WDS Opening Meeting
October 10-12 Thanksgiving -Club closed
October 16 SWO Women's Cashspiel 2009 Clinic
October 21 WDS Card Party 12:30AM
October 24 Miller Day

November 7 Kellogg Bonspiel
November 14 Refresher Clinic 9-12 AM

WELCOME BACK TO THE
MILLER MEN’S LEAGUE

Some Key Dates for league members to put in their calendar:

1. Start play on Monday Oct 5, off Thanksgiving (Oct 12), 
resume Monday Oct 19

2. Miller Day – Saturday October 24 – Two Games that count 
as part of the First Draw 

3. The league plays on Monday December 21 & February 15, 
2010 (Family Day)

4. By using these dates, the Playoffs can be held on Mondays 
as per last season with the last game scheduled for Monday 
March 29, 2010       

Ted Ellwood is starting his first year as co-convener for this 
season. Thanks once again Ted! We will be seeking a new 
face to assist him for next season.

Congratulations to Team Beckett for winning the Club 
Championship in a stirring finish on the last night of the 
playoffs. Best of Luck to the lads on the weekend of October 
23-25 at the Dominion Curling Club Championships being held 
in Ingersoll..

Please let us know of any curlers interested in joining the 
league full-time or on the spare list. 

The schedule for the first draw etc will be sent you shortly 
We wish you a Fun Season!!

Ken McKinley (ken@mckmcl.com)          
Ted Ellwood (petacular@bellnet.ca)

GETTING THE ICE READY!!!!

JOB WELL DONE!!!!


