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2012-2013 
executive steps into 

the hack 
Members of the LCC’s 2012-2013 executive 

were photographed at their September 
meeting. From left to right are: Roger Moyer 

(member services), David Peeling 
(treasurer), John Crosby (vice-president), 
Connie Weir (past president), Paul Pergau 

(leagues and OCA), Gord Sellery 
(president), Fay Weiler (secretary), Joyce 

Hetherington (skills and development), David 
Weber (property maintenance/planning) and 

Dennis Sillett (advertising). Absent is 
Richard Rodgers (Pro Shoppe).  

Spirit of Curling award Winners for 2011–2012 Season 
Sportsmanship, friendship valued by Spirit of Curling award winners 

For Jean Cameron and Jack Nichol, curling embodies sportsmanship and skills on the ice, but also much more. The 2011-12 
winners of the London Curling Club’s Spirit of Curling awards each have their own concept of what it means to take the spirit 
of the game to the next level. 
Jean looks back to earlier winners of the women’s award presented in memory of Anne Shaw. That flashback brings back 
memories of curlers who were not only good sports on the ice, but who encouraged others, made new members feel 
welcome and served where they were gifted. But most of all she remembers the compassion and support of the women’s 
section when their friends’ husbands died or they suffered personal injury or sickness. “I feel honoured,” she says of the 
award. “There are many women who have contributed more.” 
Jack Nichol won the men’s award, donated by Ken Kaprowski. For Jack, the spirit of curling also encompasses enthusiasm 
for the sport, promoting it and teaching others. It was special to him that he won the same honour as his friend Angus Jaynes 
did in 1985. A relatively new curler, after two years in a rental league Jack has been an LCC member for six years. He 
progressed quickly, perhaps in part because he had a good off-ice teacher. He attended a week-long clinic in Moncton, where 
Russ Howard was an instructor. “What I like best is coaching people who haven’t curled. I feel in an hour and a half I can 
have them sliding to the hogline.”Joyce Hetherington, the LCC’s skills and development director, said of Jack: “He is an 
enthusiastic competitor, a good sport, a humble man and an excellent teacher.” 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
The fall season is upon us and curling becomes an important activity in our busy 
lives.  I extend a warm welcome back to all LCC members.  I especially want to 
welcome all new members, who include our elementary and high school students as 
well as students at Western University and Fanshawe College.  We value your 
membership to add to our ranks and generate enthusiasm for our sport. 

The  club has carried out a major renovation to maintain the integrity of the building.  
A new flat roof over the upper lounge, women’s locker room and kitchen area has 
replaced one that was more than 25 years old and was showing water leaks in the 
locker area. 

Club promotion is an important area and some actions have been taken.  An ad has 
been placed in the Sept/Oct Sports Xpress magazine.  The London Free Press 
bulletin board includes information about “Learn to Curl,” as well as the October 13th 
Beginners Clinic.  I have met with the rental agent at the new Medallion apartment 
building on King Street so they are aware of our facility.  I attended a “Sports Fair” at 
City Hall in the late spring to encourage employees to consider curling as an activity.  
But the best form of promotion is by “word of mouth,” so I encourage all members to 
spread the word that LCC is a friendly place to enjoy a winter activity. 

A number of our members have been recognized for their initiatives over the years. Ken Buchan will be inducted into the 
London Sports Hall of Fame on Nov. 8 at the annual reception at the Carousel Room at the Western Fair District.  Ken 
skipped the LCC rink that won the Ontario Men’s Curling Championship in 1969.  He also contributed to the provincial 
teaching system for curlers that is still used across Canada and in other countries. 

In early September, Dot MacRae, a former LCC president, was inducted into the Governor-General’s Curling Club at its 
meeting in Radium Hot Springs, B.C.  It is an honorary body founded in 1874 that promotes the game in Canada and 
abroad and recognizes those who have made significant contributions to the game as players, administrators or builders. 
She was on the committee that started the movement to get curling accepted as an Olympic sport. 

The Bob Gallagher Scholarship is in memory of Bob, a long-time Ilderton CC member and volunteer at the Tim Horton’s 
Brier in 2011, who died in a car accident after working a morning draw at the Brier.  Blake Nichols, a junior member of the 
LCC was one of the three recipients of a $500 bursary toward his post–secondary education.  

A Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal was awarded to long-time LCC member Willie Weiler for his outstanding contributions to 
gymnastics.  His skills as a world-class gymnast “some” years ago are now being utilized in his capacity as a senior curler. 

In closing, I would like to repeat a comment made by our Past President, Connie Weir, last year.  “An organization like ours 
is only as strong as its membership.” We cannot function without our volunteers who convene leagues, organize bonspiels, 
serve on the Board, and do maintenance projects.  Ken Walmsley, Don Agnew, Garry Thompson and Ron McLennan, 
along with many others contribute in this way. Club manager, Doug Petch and office manager, Barb Colbourn value the co-
operation of the members in club operations. Please be receptive if you are asked to support the club as a volunteer. 

We also appreciate your help in keeping the club clean and neat.  Please use the footwear brushes at the front entrance 
and store personal items in the locker rooms during games.  Keep your broom clean and your gripper in good condition. 
Have a great curling season! 

Gord Sellery, President 
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Dot makes her mark from LCC to Olympics 
From helping to launch curling’s bid for admission to the Olympics, to roles in bringing national and international events to 
London as well as handling a range of duties at the LCC, Dot MacRae is truly the quintessential volunteer. 
Dedicated volunteers like her are the lifeblood of curling, so it was appropriate that she was inducted into the Governor-
General’s Curling Club in September along with two former Canadian and world women’s champions, Linda Moore and 
Lindsay Sparkes. It is a testament to the importance of her work. 
Still, to Dot, the Governor-General’s honour was just one of many benefits she received along the way. “It has been 
tremendously rewarding. I have met so many good people. Right across Canada I don’t think there is a city in which if I got 
in trouble I couldn’t find a friend,” she says. “I don’t know anything else you could get involved with that would leave you 
with this great group of friends.” 
One of her favourite memories is serving on a committee that made the first big push to gain Olympic status for curling. 
When it started in the mid-1980s, “at that time the way to get into the Olympics was mostly politicking and schmoozing.” 
That ended when the committee set up a selection system to see who would go to the 1988 Calgary Olympics (the first with 
curling as a demonstration sport). 
While most of today’s top curlers stress fitness, in those days it was not common. The committee wanted to change that 
and ran into opposition from curlers who thought talent and winning records should be enough.   
The makeup of the teams also became an issue at the first trials held in 1987. “For the first time, we decided it could be a 
made-up team . . . that we could put together the teams,” Dot recalls. Teams skipped by Linda Moore and Pat Ryan 
eventually wore Canada’s colours at Calgary. Penny Ryan, who was Pat’s wife at the time, was selected for Moore’s team 
but she didn’t usually curl with them. 
Curling was elevated to a medal sport at the 1998 Olympics in Nagano, Japan. “I liked being 
part of what started it and seeing some success early on.” 
Dot’s next project was working with the Hall of Fame committee. The push was spearheaded by 
Montrealers Tom and Anne Fisher, who had collected memorabilia that they put on display at 
national championships. “I was on the committee of CCA people who liaised with them. We tried 
to go after a site but that didn’t happen.” The approach now being taken by its current backers, 
the Governor-General’s Curling Club, is to make it a virtual hall. 
Dot dreamed of being a competitive curler but will never know whether she could have made it. 
“I started as a district rep, not realizing the time it would take. Had I known I might have waited 
longer and curled more. I love the game.” 
She started curling at age 24 in Montreal, where her husband, a doctor, was doing his 
residency. He suggested she take up curling. The residents’ wives got together and played once 
a week. Then their husbands started coming along. 
“I was a skip in that group. Then we went to a real curling club and they asked what position I played last. I said skip,” says 
Dot. She was then told curlers new to the club are moved down a position. She has played many years without throwing a 
lead rock, the usual starting position for new curlers. 
Today, Dot has more time to spend at the LCC, where she is heading up the Women’s Daytime Section this year. But there 
was never a break in her ties to the club. “When I was doing all this in the late ‘80s and early ‘90s I wasn’t curling that much. 
But I never felt separated from the curling membership here.” 
Burt Dowsett 
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LCC rinks chase Dominion titles 

Men’s and women’s teams skipped respectively by Tim Lindsay and Candis MacDougall will 
represent the LCC at the OCA Dominion Club Championship Zone 16 playdowns Oct. 19-21. 

Tim’s team of vice Kirk Massey, second Shawn Quigg and lead Mark Flynn qualified by winning a 
five-team competition April 3-4 at the club. This rink, from the Miller League, will be at the 
Woodstock Curling Club for the zone playdowns. 

On the women’s side, Candis’s rink of vice Mary Moyer, second Heather Greenfield and lead Mary Hicks was the only team 
to enter the in-club competition. Heather is unable to join the team, so Mary Hicks is moving to second and Rhonda 
Persichilli will be the lead when they take to the ice at the St. Thomas Curling Club. Check out the OCA Website, 
www.ontcurl.com for the draw times and take in a game or two. They would appreciate your support. 

Paul Pergau 

  
Candis MacDougall’s rink represents the LCC in the 

women’s division of the Dominion Club. From left are lead 
Mary Hicks, second Heather Greenfield, vice Mary Moyer 

and their skip, Candis 

Tim Lindsay will skip the LCC’s men’s team in the Dominion 
Club playdowns. From left to right are lead Mark Flynn, 

second Shawn Quigg, vice Kirk Massey and Tim. 

Women’s Day Section news 
Congratulations to the winners of our final events from the 2011-12 season (They are listed on Page 5 with other LCC 
champions). 
Social members: We enjoy seeing our past members at card parties, the Christmas party and the opening and closing 
meetings.  And we are so appreciative of the time and effort that retired members contribute to our bonspiels and special 
events.  We would like them to continue to feel part of the club.  
To that end, the Women's Day Section has designated the second Tuesday afternoon of each month (when there is 
women's curling) for Social members to gather. They are invited to the club for coffee and treats, to watch the league 
games, to play cards or dominoes or to visit, chat and catch up on all the news. Social fees have been reduced to $25 
($28.25 with HST) and we hope our past members will join the club as Social members and participate in this new venture. 
Dot MacRae 

  

 

http://www.ontcurl.com/
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Fitzpatrick Rink 
Teasdale League Champion 

The senior men’s competitive Teasdale League started last 
season with 14 teams, curling mainly on Thursday afternoons. 
Just before the Christmas break, fun skins games were held with 
minimal amounts of money changing hands. When the playoffs 
started in March the six top teams competed for the Teasdale 
Plaque, while another six teams finished the year in the 
consolation flight. The overall winner was the Jim Fitzpatrick rink 
of Don Rawlings, Jack Nichol, Randy Southen and alternates 
Ken Buchan and Bruce Thom.  They went on to compete in the 
LCC club championship playdowns. The Teasdale runner up 
was Stan Smith’s rink of Phil Desveaux, John Crosby, Geoff Fry 
and alternate Paul Roth. 

Don Agnew’s team of Don Lowry, Fred Weisegger and Doug 
Petch won the consolation flight and received a small award for 
their effort!  The "Screeching Bull Moose Award" (presented to 
the skip judged to have the most conspicuous sweeping call) 
was presented to Willie Weiler, with unanimous agreement of 
those in attendance. The season concluded with a spirited wine 
draw. The winner of the league competed in the LCC club 
championship playdowns. 

Pat and Ken Teasdale (the wife and son of Butch Teasdale, a 
former club president) presented the awards in his memory. 
Gord Sellery, convenor 

 
From left to right: Pat Teasdale and Ken Teasdale pose with 

Jim Fitzpatrick’s team of Jack Nichol, Don Rawlings and 
alternates Ken Buchan and Bruce Thom 

League champions for 
2011-12 season 

Miller league: Tim Lindsay, Kirk Massey, Shawn 
Quigg, Mark Flynn 

Western Faculty and Staff league: Stan Smith, Kelly 
Thomas, Glenn Matthews, Heather Loveridge 

WinExpert league: Jim Lone, Paul Pergau, Doug 
Wilson, Gord Browne 

Thursday Night Business Women's league: Trophy 
champion (Flight A winner)  Heather Greenfield, Mary 
Moyer, Candis MacDougall, Mary Hicks; 

Flight B winner Sue Lawrence, Carrie Webster, 
Deanna Dougan, Roxy Petten 

Teasdale League: Jim Fitzpatrick, Don Rawlings, Jack 
Nichol, Randy Southen and Ken Buchan 

Friday Night Mixed: Championship team Don Dudley, 
Marj Dudley, Bill McIntyre, Mary Blasl;  Flight 2 winner 
Jack Nichol, Shanti Nichol, Ed Olney, Jodi Patterson 

Thames Valley: Terry Walker, Jay Larocque, Paul 
Poole, Terry Nelson 

Rolling Stones: Sean Burns, Rob Holland, Don 
Russelo, Andrew Culver 

Sweeney league: Mark Kristiansen, Cameron Ghent, 
Ted Walker, Vito Peraino 

Women’s Day Section (WDS): Club C, A Flight  
Doreen Stacey, Bonnie Shawyer, Barbara Gordon, 
Cathy Townsend; B Flight, Connie Weir, Pat Bell, 
Marianne LaRose, Sandy Ronson; Round Robin, 
Miolyka Steele, Pam Harrison, Deb Pullen, Doris 
Brooke, Wendy Foster 

WDS Nash: Sue Beckett, Karen Shearer, Joanne Deil, 
Guiti Massoumi 

WDS Subway: Dianne McKenna, Linda Karl, Linda 
Bailey, Carol Darowski 

President’s league: Dave Beckett, Tom Zavitz, Paul 
Reily, Greg Lewis 

Five LCC members honoured 
Ken Buchan: Soon to be inducted into the London Sports Hall of Fame for his 

contributions to curling 
Dot MacRae: Inducted into the Governor-General’s Curling Club 
Blake Nichols: Awarded the Bob Gallagher Memorial junior curling scholarship 
Willy Weiler: Awarded the Queen’s Jubilee medal for his contribution to gymnastics and 

as a member of the Order of Canada 
Chuck Townsend:  Second place winner at the Canadian senior men’s lawn bowling 

championships 
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LCC LEAGUE CONVENORS – 2012-2013 

Miller 
 Bruce Thom 472-6752 bthom3@rogers.com 
 Dave Mann 873-0985 draw4two@hotmail.com 

Winexpert 
 Stan Smith 473-5141 stansmith@sympatico.ca  

Western University 
 Paul Ferrie 473-1623 pferrie@rogers.com  

Learn to Curl - Tues Night Open 
 Connie Weir 438-0906 cjweir@sympatico.ca 

President’s 
 Roger Moyer 473-4119 roger.moyer@ontario.ca 
 Mary Moyer 473-4119 inthepool@sympatico.ca  

Rolling Stones 
 Kevin Bentley   641-6257 kevin.bentley@ontario.ca 

Sweeney 
 Marc Claveau 472-4294 mclaveau@yahoo.com  

Teasdale 
 Gord Sellery 679-0008 gsellery@rogers.com 

Business Women’s 
 Pat Downing 686-9387 p.a.downing@gmail.com  

Friday Mixed 
 Dave Beckett 288-3022 dorchester101@hotmail.com  

Women’s Day 
 Mardi McLachlan 471-9270 mardim@sympatico.ca 

Friday Competitive 
 Marianne LaRose 433-6305 mariannelarose@sympatico.ca 

Men’s Day 
 Gord Browne 453-2381 gbrowne1228@rogers.com 

Thames Valley 
 Wes Hull 902-3626 wes.hull@guillevin.com 
 Matt Scott 850-5490 mattgoleafsgo@hotmail.com 

Sunday Mixed Social 
 Nancy King 675-1918 d_n.king@sympatico.ca 

Bantam/Juniors 
 Jennifer Cuddie 649-6651 jennifercuddie@gmail.com 

Little Rocks 
 Julie Scopel 686-0184 scopel@sympatico.ca  

Sunday UWO Students 
 Laura Murphy 878-6877 lmurph33@uwo.ca  

 

WDS card party 
The Women’s Daytime Section 
(WDS) is holding its card party 
Oct. 31 at 12:30 p.m. at the club. 
The cost is $8 per person or $32 
per table. Bring your friends and 
enjoy lunch. Tickets are available 
from Jean Cameron.  
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Safety on the Ice… 
Curling is generally not considered a dangerous sport but, as we know first- hand at the LCC, injuries can occur. Here are a 
few tips for injury prevention: 
 Wear grippers at all times except in the hack. Learning to sweep with two grippers is safe and easy. 
 Ensure your grippers are in good shape and fit snugly, so they won't fall off. 
 Step on the ice with your gripper foot first – not your slider – and then in reverse when exiting the ice, slider foot 

first. 
 Watch the activities on the ice sheet closely, especially when rocks are in motion. 
 Move on the ice at a safe pace. While it is important to keep a game moving along at a nice pace, if everyone is 

where they’re supposed to be, it doesn’t have to be a race. 
 Never get rocks out for the opposition. It may seem like a polite thing to do but it is quite dangerous as it creates a 

tripping hazard. 
 Extra equipment/items stored at the home end of your sheet should be stored on a ledge or snugly against the 

wall so no one trips on it. 
 Be aware of emergency procedures at your club. It never hurts to ask the club manager for this information. 
 If you do happen to fall keep your head up and make sure you get up with your gripper foot first. 
 Consider the ultimate protection of some type of head protection. 

Have a Safe Curling Season! 
Anne Gallant 

Western club begins third 
season at LCC 

Western's Mixed Curling Club is beginning its third 
year as a club at LCC. While we are primarily a 
Western student league, we also have members who 
are professors, staff, and non-students. In fact, we 
have had a lot of interest this year from brand new 
curlers, students, as well as non-students alike. We 
are holding our annual “free learn to curl” day Oct. 14 
from 3:15-5:30 p.m. and would like to invite anyone 
interested in curling with us (perhaps spouses, 
partners and/or children of LCC members) to give it a 
try. Equipment is provided; all that is needed are 
clean indoor shoes and comfortable layers. We also 
have limited space for members looking to curl in one 
more league. For more information contact Laura 
(lmurph33@uwo.ca). 
Laura Murphy 

Tuesday Evening Mixed 
A new league last season, the Tuesday Evening Mixed, enjoyed a 
successful start-up year. We were able to fill four sheets for all four 
draws and the feedback at the end of the season was positive. 

Because of the format with new teams made up every six weeks, it 
was impossible to designate a league winner, but on our final night 
of curling, first and second all-star teams were named. The 
selection was based on the most games won during the year by a 
player in that particular position.   

Members of the first team were Lonnie Berry (skip), Mark Acheson 
(vice), Linda Duguay-Kennedy (second) and Theresa Walsh (lead).  
Members of the second team were Barb Kearns (skip), Julie 
Lorenzin (vice), Michel Carreau (second) and Gord Duplan (lead). 
 
MORE PLAYERS NEEDED: As of Sept. 23, we needed just two 
more curlers to fill four sheets. But it would be wonderful if we 
could find 10 more players, so that we could fill 5 sheets, or 
perhaps even 18 more to use all six sheets.  If you’re interested 
call the office as soon as possible. 
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Clinic teaches curlers 
to instruct others 

We are looking for members to join the “Club Coach Club” 
and hone their curling skills by teaching others. This is an 
opportunity to develop enthusiastic, skilled curlers. You are 
invited to enroll in the OCA Club Coach weekend clinic. The 
executive will pay the $175 registration fee and expenses to 
members interested in the course and willing to coach 
others. Our coaches instruct our own members, new curlers 
and students. The clinics are scheduled for: Guelph Country 
Club (Oct. 20-21); Simcoe Curling Club (Oct. 27-28); 
Stratford Country Club (Nov. 10-11). Please speak to Joyce 
Hetherington, Jack Nichol or Doug Petch about your interest 
in the clinic. Contact information is in the Club Directory. 

Various Levels of Instruction Offered 
The following clinics have been scheduled for the club 
this season:  
Saturday, Oct.13: Beginners, 9:30-11:30 a.m.; 
intermediate, 1:30-3 p.m.; stick, 11 a.m. or 2:30 p.m.; 
practice ice, 3-4 p.m.; club coach pizza meeting, 12 noon. 
Saturday, Oct. 27: Ken Buchan teaches “reading the ice” 
and “playing the angles,” 9:30-10:30 a.m.; individual 
instruction (see message board for further details) 10:30 -
11:30 a.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 7: Skills clinic and “bring a friend,” 7 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 18: Beginners, 10 a.m.; bring a friend, 11 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Joyce Hetherington, Skills and Development Committee 

“SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS:” 

We are pleased to have several new advertisers this year.  
All our advertisers contribute dollars to help cover costs 
otherwise paid by members.  Whenever possible, please 
support these companies and drop off a “Thank you card” 
when you visit one of their outlets.  (Cards are available in 
a tray below the Rock Talk tray on the front pillar.) 
With each issue of Rock Talk, we plan to feature one of our 
advertisers. 

“Winexpert” is owned by Chris Blackmore and has been at 
their Piccadilly Street location since 1995 offering 
approximately 220 wine types. By customizing the recipe an 
unlimited variety of fine wines are available. Winexpert’s 
commitment to excellence and dedication to delivering the 
highest quality products in the winemaking market, has 
made it the world’s foremost supplier of premium wine kits. 

Enjoy blending, bottling and corking your own wine, without 
the need to invest in any special equipment. You can supply 
your own bottles as well as package some in four- or six-litre 
caskets supplied at no charge.  Join several other club 
members who have been bottling wine from Chris for 
several years. 

You’re Advertising Committee 

 

 

 

  
 


