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Tuesday Night Mixed a stepping stone for new curlers 
Job 1 for curling clubs is to attract new members. Job 2 is to retain them. 

Connie Weir thinks the second task is more difficult if you don’t offer them a league where they feel comfortable after they 
graduate from Learn to Curl. 

Weir, a former LCC president, heard from Learn to Curl convenors that some new curlers remained in their group three years 
because “there was no place for them to grow.” 

She felt the answer was to create a league where the makeup of teams changed every six-game draw, but more importantly 
where the focus was on skill development and advancing that goal in an environment that eliminated pressure. That’s why 
she created the Tuesday Night Mixed league. 

Skips in the league with experience in the game, such as Connie and her husband, Doug Weir, freely offer advice to 
opposing skips during games. “If there is an inexperienced opposition vice and a rock needs to be swept I tell them,” says 
Connie. 

“I call this league ‘learn to curl in a game,’ ” says Doug. “It’s baby steps. You need to learn the game while you play.” 

It took some work on the phone to get a mix of experienced curlers to join the league and be mentors for Learn to Curl 
graduates who are experiencing on-ice competition for the first time. 

The league got started with enough curlers 
for four sheets, but went up to five and then 
six by the end of last season. As players 
graduated to other leagues it was down to 
five sheets in the first half of this season but 
Connie says it could be six again in the 
second half as Learn to Curl people move 
up.  

League members have the opportunity to 
experience every position as they develop. 
Peter Fewster, who is the league’s co-
convenor along with Connie, progressed 
quickly through the positions and is now 
skipping. 

“You really do learn strategy when you play 
in the house,” says Connie. “There are 
people who are playing vice in this league 
that wouldn’t have that opportunity in a 
competitive league.” 

The development process seems to be 
working. Some who have come up to the 
Tuesday Night Mixed league from Learn to 

Curl have in turn advanced to more competitive leagues, such as Thursday night’s Business Women’s league. Connie says 
one of them is now skipping in that league. 

Neville and Charlotte Knowles are new curlers who progressed from Learn to Curl to Tuesday Night Mixed and are sold on 
the sport. 

“It is a long winter and we needed to get involved in something,” says Charlotte. “We came out and it has been great. I like 
the social side but I do like the exercise and it’s a lot of fun. It makes a long winter shorter.” 

 See STEPPING STONE Page 6 
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Charlotte Knowles and her husband, Neville, were looking for a winter 
diversion when they chose curling. It has become a good fit for the couple. 

Tuesday Night Mixed a stepping stone for new curlers 
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Curlers urged to continue to pay 
attention to safety on the ice 
I hope everyone had a great New Year and are rejuvenated for the final few months of our 
season. It’s very important to remember as we get back to continue to pay attention to 
your safety. Make sure your grippers and sliders are in good shape and many of our 
members have started wearing helmets, which is an excellent idea. 

A number of different types are available, cycling, hockey, snowboarding, skiing and 
others. They all will do the job. If in doubt ask any of our members who are wearing them. 
While on the subject of safety, the board has approved the installation of additional 
handrails on both staircases going up to the second floor. 

Another concern that we should all be aware of is ice cleanliness. With the winter weather 
we drag in all sorts of gunk on our shoes and boots, so pay extra attention to cleaning 
them before entering. It is surprising how quickly the grippers start to deteriorate, so inspect them carefully and replace 
them often. Cleaning your brush head does two things – it keeps the ice cleaner but also enables more efficient brushing, 
so clean it often during your games. 

The board is delaying the purchase of the next six over-ice cameras until possibly the spring. This decision was due to extra 
expenses incurred over the last few months (a new draft beer fridge and the front door). 

As the end of the season approaches, remember to watch for the special events being hosted by the LCC. The Malahy, the 
provincial junior/bantam mixed championship and the provincial qualifier for the Special Olympics on March 29, 2014. 

I want to thank our staff on and off the ice, who have provided us with another year of excellent curling. Well done! 

John Crosby, LCC President 

Curl for a Cause again supports St. Paul’s Daily Bread 
The Women’s Daytime Section is once again organizing the Curl for a Cause bonspiel with the St. Paul’s Daily Bread 
Program as its charity for 2014.  The program helps many families and people suffering from unemployment, job loss and 
disabilities that alter their lives. In just one quarter of the year, 10,074 meals were served!  This program relies extensively 
on private donations.  Some of our own members volunteer there. 

The bonspiel is mixed and in 2013, we raised $2,774.22.  We will run a silent auction and would gratefully accept gift item 
donations for the raffle table. Cash is also accepted and tax receipts will be issued. 

Curlers will play two six-end games, have lunch and hear an address by Daily Bread’s Lynn Prentice.  Look for the sign-up 
sheets in January and register for this week-day bonspiel. We will accept 24 women and 24 men and will ask the skips and 
vices to trade positions half way through each game. The same goes for the leads and seconds. 

Game 1 starts after coffee and muffins and Game 2 begins after the catered lunch. Plan to arrive by 8:45 a.m. to register, 
have a bite to eat and meet your team.  A registration fee of $15 covers the cost of the event and we wrap up by 3 p.m.  
Funds are also raised through a silent auction and raffle tickets.  If you have any items you want to re-gift or if you are 
artistic and can craft gift items, please offer it to the silent auction. To donate, look for labeled boxes or see John Crosby, 
Carole Darowski or Linda Round.  Be sure to reserve Feb. 12 for the bonspiel and this important cause. 

Carole Darowski 

 
LONDON CURLING CLUB 

377 Lyle Street 

London, Ontario N5W 3RS 

Telephone (519) 432-3882 
Email: londoncurling@execulink.com 

Website: www.londoncurling.ca 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

President John Crosby 

Vice President Paul Roth 

Past President Gord Sellery 

Treasurer  Dave Peeling 

Secretary  Fay Weiler 

Property Maint./Planning Dave Weber 

PORTFOLIO DIRECTORS 

Advertising Don Agnew 

Leagues & OCA Paul Pergau 

Promotion Marjorie Dudley 

Member Services Roger Moyer 

Skills & Development Joyce Hetherington 

Pro Shoppe  Richard Rodgers 

CLUB STAFF 

Club Manager Doug Petch 

Info@londoncurling.ca 

 

Office Manager Barb Colbourn 

Head Ice Technician Kevin Breivik 

Ice Assistants Mark Phillips 

  Derek Shadlock 

  Scott Breivik 

  Jason Laroque 

  Steve Willaby 

Bar Coordinator Les Sonier 

Bar Staff  Elizabeth Halloran 

  Katie McNaught 

Housekeeper Janice Henry 

WEBSITE  Eric Duggan 

www.londoncurling.ca 

webmaster@londoncurling.ca 

 

ROCK TALK Burt Dowsett 

  (519) 641-4948 

rocktalk@londoncurling.ca 
burt_dowsett@yahoo.ca 
 

Issue Deadlines September 30 

  October 21 

  November 25 

  December 20 

  January 28 

  February 24 

mailto:londoncurling@execulink.com
file:///C:/Users/Adrian%20&%20Krystyna/Documents/Rock%20Talk/www.londoncurling.ca
http://www.londoncurling.ca/
mailto:webmaster@londoncurling.ca
mailto:rocktalk@londoncurling.ca


ROCK TALK – January 2014  Page 3 

Maintaining Sifton’s traditions a worthwhile challenge 
It’s not easy to stage the Harry Sifton Classic Bonspiel any more but the guardians of its 30-year history think it’s worth the 
effort. 

“A lot of the seniors don’t want to curl two-day bonspiels anymore. A lot of them find two games in two days are too much,” 
says Fred Wiesegger, the draw master and chair of the bonspiel committee. 

This is more evidence that the curling community, like Canada’s population in general, is showing its age. 

Still, says Wiesegger, going to a one-day spiel would mean losing a lot of people because this event is more than what 
happens on the ice. 

“We would like to keep this format. We have had it for 30 years and the guys look forward to the dinner that is part of the 
bonspiel on Tuesday night. 

There was a time when this event had 32 teams and even a waiting list. Then it went to 28 teams, 24 and finally 22 in each 
of the last two years. To keep the bonspiel alive its committee is using an outreach approach to ensure past competitors will 
come back the following year. 

“Basically, we have a meeting in late August or early September and divide up the work,” says Wiesegger. That work 
includes producing the program, arranging the catering, buying the prizes and, most importantly, filling out the draw. 

“Our procedure is that we send out letters in September to all past participants and to the clubs that are within a one-hour 
driving distance around us. We follow up with phone calls to the ones we haven’t heard from in October, with the intent of 
finalizing the draw by mid-November. Then we inform the people by the third week (of November) of their starting times and 
who they are playing against.” 

Out-of-town teams get preference for starting times because they need time to commute. 

That charity didn’t carry over to the prize table in last month’s Sifton event because the top teams were all from London. 
The A flight winner and overall champion based on points, was the Highland rink of Glen Webster, Doug Glass, Don Lahti 
and Dick Bowman, with 54¼ points. The LCC rink of skip Cam Murray, Dave Webber, Stan Smith and Bruce Thom won B 
flight and was second overall with 50 points. Close behind with 48¾  points was Ron McLennan’s LCC team of Jack Nichol,  
Terry Crawford and Bob Wakefield.  

One curler who will be returning to the ice in the December 2014 Sifton Classic is Fred Wiesegger. The chair of this event is 
too busy to compete. Fred is stepping down and that job will fall to someone else next December. So he’ll be back on the 
ice competing in the sport he began playing in the Southeastern Ontario town of Perth in 1980 during a six-year stint in 
3M’s operation there. “In the winter time that’s what you do in small-town Ontario,” Fred says of curling. 

To his successor as bonspiel draw master and chair, Fred says all he can suggest is to maintain the standard it always has 
enjoyed and hopefully the event can attract more sponsors “to upgrade some of the things we do.” 

Judging by the curlers who stopped to thank Fred and his committee for their work, the long traditions of this event must 
have been in good hands. 

Burt Dowsett 

         

 
Chuck Townsend (left), who skipped an LCC team in the Sifton Classic, arrives for the dinner, which is part of the event’s 
appeal. It opens with piper Eileen Robertson leading draw master/bonspiel committee chair Fred Wiesegger and LCC 
president John Crosby into the room. (More Sifton photographs are on Page 4.) 
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The LCC rink of skip Cam Murray, Dave Webber, Stan Smith and 
Bruce Thom won the B flight and placed second overall at the 

30
th

 annual Harry Sifton Classic Bonspiel in December. 

A flight winner and Sifton Classic champion is Glen Webster’s 
Highland rink. Webster could not play on the second day. The 
roster for that day, from left to right, consists of skip Don Lahti, 

Doug Glass, Steve Gray and Dick Bowman. 

  

Winners from the previous Sifton Classic, who came back for 
another photograph  with the championship trophy are, from left, 
to right, Larry Round, Don Dudley, Bill McIntyre and Peter Askey. 

LCC skip Ron McLennan’s rink finished second in A flight and 
third overall. His team members, from left to right, are Bob 

Wakefield, Terry Crawford, Jack Nichol and McLennan. 

 

Club opens 2014 with a night for prospective new curlers 
The LCC’s Novice Clinic/Bring a Friend Night on Jan. 4 will attempt to give prospective new members full insight into 
what our club has to offer. 

The night will begin with the novice clinic at 7 p.m., followed by an opportunity to play in a game at 8:15 p.m. Off the ice, 
the learning process continues when those who have expressed an interest in joining the club can pick up a “New 
Member Package” at a table in the lower lounge or in the office. 

The New Member Package includes: 

 Information on the Pro Shoppe and curling attire for new members of the “Learn to Curl” league 

 The club brochure 

 A section on Frequently asked Questions (joining leagues, sparing, lockers, curling instruction, clean ice, Rock 

Talk, volunteering, rules of the sport) 

 A section on safety, security and cleanliness of the ice, and alcohol and coloured drinks on the ice 

 A section about accidents on the ice and emergencies in the lounge 

 Curling traditions and etiquette and how to keep the game on time 

 The website address for further information 
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LCC junior men’s rink in provincials at Gananoque 
Skip Colton Daly’s LCC junior men’s rink of Geordin 
Raganold, Russell Cuddie and Matt Clahane has 
qualified for the provincials and is currently third 
overall in the Ontario Junior Curling Tour going into 
the TCA spiel Dec 28-30. 

That is not an even measure of teams as all rinks 
do not compete in the same events. But it does lead 
to a “tour championship” and the top teams are 
invited to compete in a cashspiel in February.   

The team and I, as their coach, are most pleased 
with their play at both Zone (B side champions) and 
Regional Playdowns (A side champions). This has 
set the stage for the rink to move on to the Junior 
Provincials in Gananoque, Jan. 2-6. The top eight 
teams in the province (both men and women) will 
assemble there to play a round robin from which the 
top three teams will move on to a playoff round. The 
second- and third-place team teams meet in a semi-
final, with the winner playing a final game against 
the first-place team. 

Live results of the provincial games are available at 
www.ontcurl.com during the event and the finals are 
to be carried on Cogeco same day, I am told. The provincial winners – both male and female – go on to the national 
championships Jan. 18-26 in Liverpool, N.S.  

Like many of the top men’s teams – such as Glenn Howard’s rink – Colton’s junior team members come from different 
areas. Best known to our club members is my son, Russell, who is the second on the team and has curled at the LCC since 
he was nine years old. Colton, at skip and Geordin, at vice, are both from the Ottawa area. Matt is from Nova Scotia, but is 
currently a university student in Ottawa. The boys are all 19 years old and all have another year of junior men's eligibility. 

The other local team participating in the provincials has a similar geographic diversity in its makeup. That is the Highland 
rink of Eric Bradey (from Guelph), Nathan Gonsalves (London) Connor Bradey (Guelph) and Matt Cottrill (a Fanshawe 
student). So this year there is two different London clubs, each with one true local player. 

The Daly team is representing the LCC because I have always coached only teams from our club. This is the club where 
Russell started curling and where our loyalty lies.  

We will also have Bantam Boys and Bantam Girls teams competing in their first Zone playdown in Jan. 10-12 in Ridgetown. 
The boys team consists of skip Aaron Wyville, vice Stephen Massey, second Nathan Torrence and lead Joseph Clements. 
While their positions are yet to be determined, the girls’ rink consists of Lauren Massey, Joanne Grafton, Tatum Brownlee, 
and Laura George. I will coach the boys and Tony Francolini will be coaching the girls. We are both pleased with the 
progress of these young people.  

Jennifer Cuddie 

  

Representing the he LCC at the Ontario junior men’s playoff in 
Gananoque are (left to right), skip Colton Daly, 
Geordin Raganold, Russell Cuddie and Matt Clahane. 

http://www.ontcurl.com/
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STEPPING STONE: New curlers enjoy sport on television 
Taking up curling was Neville’s idea, even though he had “never done it in 
my life. But I have lots of acquaintances who curl and they seem to enjoy it. 
So I suggested it to Charlotte.” 

They’ve already done some bonspiels. “We’re a travelling team, you know,” 
jokes Neville. “We’ve been in bonspiels in St. Marys twice now. We enjoyed 
it.” 

Since they took up the sport, the Knowles have also become avid viewers of 
curling on television. 

For Peter Fewster, the process worked in reverse: “I watched curling all my 
life. When I had a career change I decided to take it up.” 

By their enthusiasm, these new curlers are becoming part of the process of 
attracting and retaining new members. 

Neville and Charlotte Knowles and others bring that spirit of curling they 
absorbed in Learn to Curl to the Tuesday Night Mixed league. If it spreads 
throughout the club it will make Jobs 1 and 2 a lot easier. 

Burt Dowsett 

Editor’s note: This is the third in a series of stories on the LCC’s 
efforts to grow the sport. 

‘Getting Started’ aims to attract, keep new curlers 
Attracting new curlers is a fleeting victory if a club fails to retain them. The Ottawa Curling Club’s “Getting Started for 
Adults” program spearheaded by its head professional, Earle Morris, tells us how to keep them coming back. It maintains 
that new recruits are more likely to stay in the sport if it is fun, priced reasonably and they become good curlers. 

The Canadian Curling Association’s website offers an overview of the program and videos at http://www.curling.ca/start-
curling/getting-started-in-curling-for-adults/  

The London Curling Club, with its regular Tuesday night Learn to Curl program is light years ahead of the old traditional 
one-day clinic for newcomers to the sport. But no matter how good a program is it’s helpful to look at what others are doing 
to see if any of their procedures can be implemented here. It’s hard to go wrong with Earle Morris. 

In the video, Morris is the narrator and Erin Morrissey demonstrates. (Morrissey was the 2005 Ontario junior women’s 
champion and 2009 OUA champion with the University of Western Ontario women’s team.) 

The video demonstrates several common drills. They include: 

 Safety: starting with two grippers and the broom for support and when comfortable replacing one of them with a slider 

 Balance: starting a new curler in the hack with a rock in each hand, giving them confidence in their stability as they 
learn to slide, then replacing one rock with a stabilizer and finally with a broom 

 Generating momentum in a delivery with a weight shift 

“Getting Started for Adults” involves three different programs of varying lengths, each targeted at different groups.  

The shortest is an eight-week program that has a higher ratio of instructors because the time allotment is so compressed. 
Also, given the time constraints, its target is novices with some experience and understanding of the sport. It is designed to 
help them improve their skills and knowledge of curling. However, they say it would still be beneficial for new curlers. 

Next is the half-season program, which runs from October to December or January to March – or both. Its architects see 
this as a precursor to a beginner league. If you take it in the fall you could graduate to a beginner league in January. Or, if 
you finish in March you can move up in September. The target market for this program is new and novice curlers, as well 
as people such as university students who can only commit to half a season. 

Finally, the full-season program has the benefit of more time to develop skills and implement features such as video 
analysis. Its target market is novice and new curlers, but especially the latter because a full season better enables them to 
develop.  

Other issues such as curriculum are discussed in detail in the 48-page manual for the program that can be accessed at 
http://cloudfront7.curling.ca/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/Getting-Started-For-Adults-Manual.pdf 

Burt Dowsett 

http://www.curling.ca/start-curling/getting-started-in-curling-for-adults/
http://www.curling.ca/start-curling/getting-started-in-curling-for-adults/
http://cloudfront7.curling.ca/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/Getting-Started-For-Adults-Manual.pdf
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Experienced curlers introduce novices 
to curling at WDS event 

A clinic and a mini game for novice and experienced curlers highlighted the Women’s Daytime Section’s “Bring a Friend 
Day.” 

The WDS event on Nov. 27 included their members, as well as the Men’s Daytime Section and their friends/guests. The 
event was convened by Marilynne Van Buskirk, and coordinated by Pat Boothe and Darlene tenHaff, with help from Joyce 
Hetherington, Jim Russell, Kevin McDonald and John Hamilton.   

After two hours of warm up and ice instruction, the group had coffee and muffins that were donated by Dave Van Buskirk. 
The WDS would like to thank everyone who helped to make the day a great success.   

The first Thursday morning draw sponsored by Young & 
Co. finished on Nov. 28. It was won by Jan Murray, 
Marianne La Rose, Katie Unger and Marnie Sherritt. 
The team of Barb Gordon, Cathy Townsend, Isabel 
Lynch and Karen Jacobsen finished second, while third 
place went to the rink of Sylvia Leuszler, Karen 
Shearer, Marilynne van Buskirk and Connie Harris. 
After the last game, a lunch was enjoyed by all curlers 
and prizes were awarded. The convenors were Karen 
Shearer and Jinx Findlay. 

The WDS celebrated Christmas on Dec. 11 with a six-
end draw and luncheon, convened by Sherry Chambers 
and Sue Lundy. Fay Weiler organized 43 curlers into 
teams. Sixty women shared in the companionship of the 
day. A delicious meal of salads and quiche was served. 
Eva Bettger led the women in a carol sing after lunch. 
The ladies had a great time singing with a last-minute 
addition of an orchestra. Linda Karl, Marj Dudley, Marg 
Fliss, Dianne McKenna and Linda Peeling added 
musical accompaniment. As always, the WDS ladies 
were generous with their donations of goods for My 
Sisters Place. We would like to thank helpers Fay 
Weiler, Pam Harrison, Linda Peeling, Linda Karl and 
Mardi McLachlan for their assistance. 

The WDS is looking forward to several events planned for the New Year. The Raffle tickets for London Knights hockey 
games, an event the WDS is calling “Knight Out,” will be available on Jan. 8. The draw will be held on Jan. 23.  

Plans are well underway for the Grandmothers’ Bonspiel on Jan. 8, the card party on Jan. 29, as well as the Sheila Betkus 
Two-day Bonspiel on March 3 and 4. 

Marnie Dickout, vice-chair 

  

The Young & Co. first Thursday morning draw was won by the 
team of (left to right) Marnie Sherritt, Katie Unger, Jan Murray 
and Marianne La Rose. 

file://boothe
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Cam Murray’s rink leads Winexpert after first-round robin of play 
After the first round-robin the team of Cam Murray, Dave Weber, Stan Smith and Bruce Thom is leading the Winexpert 
league with 49 points.  The MacLennan team is second with 43. The second round gets underway on Jan. 6. 

Stan Smith 

  

  

  
 

10% off paint 
for LCC 

members 

Boxing Day curling is a chance for LCC members to show relatives and friends how much fun our sport is. At left, first-
time curler Amanda Galati gets some tips from Ryan White. LCC Past-President Gord Sellery (centre) holds the broom 
for a teammate. At right, Ryan White, who curled in high school, hasn’t lost his touch. 


