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Olympic trials bid a chance to grab the gold ring 
Buoyed by the success of the Tournament of Hearts and the Brier in this city, the London and region curling bid committee is 
setting its sights on the 2017 Olympic trials. 

Chairman Ted Smith said his committee, composed of three members from each of the LCC, St. Thomas, Highland and 
Ilderton clubs, has submitted a bid to the Canadian Curling Association to play host to the event at Budweiser Gardens. 

There is more at stake than just the chance to watch Canada’s best curlers. A successful bid, followed by good attendance, 
can significantly help the bottom line of the four local clubs. Profits from the 2011 Brier in London provided a payment of 
$42,255 to each of the four clubs. There was an additional $48,000 from the 50-50 draws given to junior curling, with each 
club getting about $5,000 for their junior programs and the remaining $28,000 going to junior curling scholarships over 
several years. The 2006 Tournament of Hearts generated $10,980 for each club. 

But money in the bank isn’t the only benefit major curling events bring to local clubs. The Olympic Games are the highest-
profile sporting event in the world and curling’s relatively recent admission to that stage has spiked interest. In January, with 
the Olympics just over a month away, the LCC held an introduction to the sport for non-curlers. All the spots were filled 
quickly in registration but that night many more who had not registered also showed up. No one was turned away. After the 
Olympics, another night for non-curlers was held, attracting a big turnout again. Several people said the Olympics spurred 
their interest. 

See OLYMPIC TRIALS Page 5 

Spirit of Curling winners value 
etiquette, sportsmanship 

To Roger LeBlanc, willingness to support other curlers – including those 
playing against him – is not only good curling etiquette but also important 
for the sport’s survival.  

“If someone is struggling, they are either going to keep curling if someone 
helps them or quit if they don’t get help. We need all the curlers we can 
get,” says Roger, who along with Marnie Dickout won the 2013-14 men’s 
and women’s Spirit of Curling awards respectively. 

Good etiquette on the ice also sets the tone for the post-game socializing 
that is such an important facet of our sport.  

“The social aspect is important to me. I met some wonderful people curling 
and some will be lifelong friends,” says Marnie.  

“If someone makes a good shot – the opposition as well – I always give 
them a thumbs-up,” adds Roger. 

Throughout his working career, which consisted of 15 years in the air force 
and 22 in the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, shift work limited Roger’s 
chances to curl. However, it was during a posting to a radar base in 
Moisie, Quebec (near Sept Iles) that he became hooked on curling. “They 
built a rink and I did quite well there.” 

See SPIRIT OF CURLING Page 2 
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New curlers urged to use LCC’s teaching resources 
The new curling season is upon us and I want to wish all of our members a successful, safe 
and fun season. To those first-time curlers, in order to make your experience a satisfying 
and exciting one make sure you make use of all the tools the club has to offer, such as learn 
to curl, clinics, and the expertise and experience of our long-time members. 

In August we had the last of the over-ice cameras installed. Now, with a simple flick of a 
switch you can watch the action on either end of the ice. Many thanks to Dave Webber for 
coordinating the installation and again thanks to the Women's Daytime Section, the Rolling 
Stones and the bantam/junior program whose financial contributions made this possible. 

We have two new members on the Board this year, Pat Boothe in skills and development, 
and Bruce Thom in OCA and leagues. I wish them success and thank them for their 
commitment to the club. 

This is the time of the year that I encourage everyone to get involved in some way with our 
club. It is the volunteers who keep the leagues, bonspiels, clinics and the LCC itself running. 
Other areas that are often overlooked are behind-the-scenes volunteers who produce our 
website, membership directory and, of course, this publication, Rock Talk. So please don’t hesitate to jump in and lend a 
hand or indicate to us your interest in a particular facet of the club in which you can contribute. Keeping our membership 
fees unchanged from last year and maintaining them at low levels is only possible because of the number of hours our 
volunteers have contributed to the club. 

Our current club manager, Doug Petch, announced at the end of last season that this would be his last year. We are 
currently setting up a committee to determine what direction we will take for the position in the future. Please don’t hesitate 
to share your thoughts on this matter with myself or any board member. Currently, the position is part time with the balance 
made up with volunteers, but no matter what direction we take we hope to be able to start the search for his replacement 
within the next couple of months. 

Have a great year! 

John Crosby, LCC President 

SPIRIT OF CURLING: Even opposing curlers get thumbs up 
When his RCMP career brought him to London, Roger was primarily based at the airport. After retiring, he jumped into 
curling with both feet. “Most years I curled 40 to 45 bonspiels.” He cut back to 20 spiels in 2012 for health reasons and 
further reduced his schedule to 12 or 14, at his doctor’s urging.  

Marnie started curling about 30 years ago at Western and has curled at the LCC for the last 10 to 15 years. She has been 
active both on and off the ice, competing in bonspiels and helping organize them. One of her projects was serving on the 
committee that ran the Southwestern Ontario Charity Cashspiel. This event, which was played at the LCC, Ilderton, 
Highland and St. Thomas, attracted top women’s teams. It is no longer held.  

Marnie’s other volunteer duties at the LCC include serving on the board, the advertising committee and chairing the 
Women’s Daytime Section this year. 

The Spirit of Curling award encompasses curling skill, supporting teammates and opponents on the ice and volunteer work. 

Marnie likes the combination of the physical, social and teamwork aspects in curling. “It’s the whole package that makes it 
great.” 

Burt Dowsett 
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JOYCE HETHERINGTON 

Being in the moment more important than score 
It’s helpful to step back and take a critical look at the beliefs we embrace. We may not like 
what we see. Early in her career as a secondary school physical education teacher Joyce 
Hetherington knew that the system was sometimes not serving students of limited athletic 
ability well. She feared they would become discouraged and much more likely to become 
lifetime dropouts from physical activity, to the detriment to their long-term well-being.  

Her philosophy evolved over the years of working with teachers, elite athletes and students. 
“My biggest challenge was to motivate the less than gifted and retain their innate love of 
movement. My profession had not done a good enough job,” says Hetherington, who went on 
to become the former London board of education’s coordinator of physical education. “My job 
was to say you are good enough and to encourage teachers to make it a good experience for 
every kid in their class.” 

It’s the same positive approach Joyce took at the London Curling Club, where she completed 
her third and final year as skills and development director this spring. Whether it was Skills 
Clinics, special events, the Grades 7 and 8 Learn to Curl on Wednesday mornings, or Learn 
to Curl on Tuesday nights, LCC instructors were urged to express positive and constructive 
feedback to every student.  

Joyce thinks her most important role in skills and development was identifying curlers who wanted to be club coaches and 
getting them trained to help club members, as well as teach at clinics for non-curlers that attract new members. “We have 
30 club coaches (likely the most at any Ontario club) who have so much to give.” 

At secondary school, Hetherington decided not to give marks in her phys-ed classes, knowing poor grades would 
discourage students who were not athletic. “That doesn’t mean you don’t strive for excellence. You make it fun, with short-
term goals, lots of rewards and lots of feedback. You stay positive because we know the seeds of doubt are never 
productive.  As far as we were concerned it made kids want to come into the gym. There was no most valuable player, no 
glorifying the winning team. Everybody played. You didn’t look at kids as good or bad athletes, they were in the game.” 

Joyce’s parents were involved in sports and were great role models. “My dad always made it fun.” Growing up in 
Southampton and Port Elgin, Joyce roller skated, played baseball, bicycled, bowled and figure-skated. “You were free to 
play and that was the agenda as kids. We were always active. We had few organized sports in Southampton or Port Elgin.” 

By the time Joyce was ready for high school the family had moved to Guelph, where she had the luxury of a gymnasium for 
the first time. “That’s where you played. We never hung out. I knew immediately I wanted to be a phys-ed teacher.” 

In high school, she competed in track and field, volleyball, basketball and badminton. She never considered herself an elite 
athlete, but “I was good enough to play and enjoy it and that has always been my philosophy.” 

At Queen’s University, where she graduated with a degree in physical and health education, Hetherington got into the 
administrative side of sports. 

She wanted her students to understand that the reason they are in the game is to play. “The winning or the losing is a by-
product, but what matters is the process. It is being in the moment and enjoying it.” 

In curling, she views it as eight people being part of the same process. “I don’t feel it is four against four. We are in it to give 
each other a great game and enjoy the experience. When you come off the ice you’re satisfied that you’ve done your best 
and maybe helped the opposition be better than they are because of your attitude and shot-making.” 

For Joyce Hetherington, the goal is to help people succeed – and get them moving. “Human beings are meant to move.” 

Burt Dowsett  Editor’s note: This is the first in a series of profiles of LCC members. 
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Steele rink wins Friday Competitive 

league championship 
Miolyka Steele’s rink of Pam Harrison, Deb Pullen and Wendy 
Foster won the WDS Friday Competitive league championship 
and was also the A-flight winner, after a seven-week flighted 
final. Winner of the B flight was Janet Stenson and her team of 
Shirley Vaile, Guiti Massoumi and Joan Cuthbert.   

The flighted final was preceded by a 13-week round robin 
involving 13 teams. Dianne McKenna’s team of Penny Brown, 
Carole Darowski and Darlene ten Haaf was the winner. The 
season ended with a potluck luncheon.  

Convenor Fay Weiler and co-convenor Linda Bailey 

 

Novlan team wins Nash event 
The WDS season wrapped up with two events that ended in 
March. The Nash Jewellers event involved 40 women 
competing in a six-week schedule on Tuesdays. Sheila 
Novlan’s rink of Jean Cameron, Katie Ungar and Shirley 
Griffeth placed first. Second place went to Marj Dudley and her 
team of Joan Cuthbert, Marilynne VanBuskirk and Darlene ten 
Haaf. Janet Stenson’s rink of Pat Bell, Joanne Diehl and Pam 
Pettit finished third.  

We welcomed Mary Cross, Shirley Griffeth and Lise Tranmer, 
new curlers to the LCC in February, 2014. Thanks to Nash 
Jewellers for 61 years of sponsorship. 

Convenor Linda Peeling and co-convenor Marilynne 
VanBuskirk 

 

Jan Murray’s rink Subway champion 
The Subway event, also six weeks with 40 curlers, was won by 
skip Jan Murray and her team of Sherry Chambers, Pat Boothe 
and Mary Cross.  Penny Brown’s rink of Mardi McLachlan, 
Marilynne Van Buskirk, and Lise Tranmer was second. 
Finishing third was Sharon Sivaks’s rink of Linda Bailey, Katie 
Ungar and Connie Harris.  Maurice Hicks, of Subway, donated 
all the prizes, and the curlers enjoyed a light meal from 
Subway. Thanks to Subway, co-convenor Darlene ten Haaf 
and Mardi McLachlan and Linda Round for their help cleaning 
up. 

Sylvia Leuszler, Convenor 

 

WDS card party set for Oct. 29 
The WDS luncheon and card party is scheduled for 
Wednesday, Oct. 29 at 12:30 p.m. Tickets are available from 
Jean Walmsley and Joan Bancroft on Oct. 1 at the opening 
meeting. 

Jean Walmsley 

 

The rink of Mark Flynn, Bob Bourdeau, Kirk Massey 
and skip Tim Lindsay is the men's club champion for 

2013-14 (See story on Page 5.)  

 

 

Laura Rozon, Laura Moyer, Mary Moyer, Heather 
Greenfield and skip Candis MacDougall (right) are 

women's division club champions (See story on Page 5.) 

Strategy clinic scheduled 
Oct. 25, 9:30-11:30 a.m., Managing the house, tips for 
skips and vices and those who want to learn more about 
strategy: The title tells it all, a great way to learn more 
about the strategy of the game. You must register either 
by phoning the office at 432-3882 or signing up on the 
bulletin board.  

Skills and Development director Pat Boothe 
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Many roads travelled to three club championships 
Tim Lindsay’s Miller league rink won the LCC men’s club championship with a little help from a friend. Candis MacDougall’s 
Business Women’s league team was crowned women’s champion without throwing a rock in the post season; and Dan 
Yurkewich’s rink from Western University’s Sunday Afternoon Mixed league became mixed league club champions with its 
youth and talent. 

Lindsay’s team of vice Kirk Massey, second Mark Flynn and lead Bob Bourdeau ran into a problem when its skip suffered 
an injury. “I was only able to play the first game. I put my neck out. Dave Mann came in and spared for me and threw lead 
stones for the next two games,” said Tim. “I’d like to thank Dave. We’ve curled together often, so it was a nice fit.” In the 
Miller league, Lindsay and Mann are opposing skips whose teams are always at or near the top of A flight. 

With representatives of five men’s leagues in the club championships, Lindsay’s team clinched the title and a berth in the 
Travelers Club playdowns by winning its first three games. A fourth game was not required. 

MacDougall’s rink of vice Heather Greenfield, second Mary Moyer and lead Laura Moyer was prepared to curl its way into 
the Travelers Club playoffs but none of the other women’s leagues challenged it. No playoff was required. 

Candis explained that each league can send a team to challenge for the club championship, but “we were uncontested. We 
would gladly have gone on but none of the teams contested.”  

The Travelers Club playdowns are so early in the 
season teams don’t get much chance to practise. 
“We’ve heard that some other clubs don’t even have 
their ice in by then. We are at least fortunate that we 
will be able to practise,” said MacDougall. 

There is no Traveler’s Club playdowns in the mixed 
division, but skip Dan Yurkewich and his team of vice 
Emilee Girard, second Lyndon Rey and lead Kristen 
McDonald are content to savour their mixed league 
club championship. 

The Yurkewich rink defeated Dave Beckett’s team 
from the Friday Night Mixed league in the 
championship final. 

“We had a good team,” said Yurkewich. “At least two 
of them have been in competitive curling for a while. I 
started curling when I was a kid. I still remember 
watching my mother curl in Sarnia. It’s a family 
tradition.” 

Burt Dowsett 

OLYMPIC TRIALS: The best curling competition in world 
In terms of competitiveness, the curling trials are better than the actual competition at the Olympic Games. For years, 
Canada has been the dominant curling power. Our men’s team won the gold medal at each of the 2014 and 2010 
Olympics. Our women won gold this year and silver in 2010.  

Within Canada, the Olympic trials have a more competitive field than either the Brier or the Hearts. That’s because there is 
no accommodation for a representative of each province. The top eight teams from each of the men’s and women’s 
divisions qualify via a system that involves their competitive records. That is the only criterion.  

Major curling events require a huge cast of volunteers from each of the four clubs. It begins with the 12-member London 
and region curling bid committee.  

The members are: Don Agnew, Dave Rush and Tim Lindsay from the LCC; Rory Munro, Russ Knight and Bruce McAninch 
of Ilderton; Donna Krotz, Marianne Davis and Rick DeClercq from Highland; Larry Jenner, Ann Lapchinski and committee 
chair Ted Smith from the St. Thomas club. Smith, a long-time competitive curler, has fittingly been a member of all four 
clubs over the years. 

The winning bid for the 2017 Olympic trials will be announced at the 2015 Brier in Calgary. The bidding is likely to be as 
competitive as the trials themselves. No one is saying it will be easy. 

Burt Dowsett 

 

Skip Dan Yurkewich, left, and his team of Emilee Girard, Lyndon 
Rey and Kristen McDonald are the LCC’s mixed curling 

champions. 
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Sherry Middaugh’s rink begins 
mentoring program 

Some sports are mired so deep in their own traditions and 
rules they reject change even when its benefits are obvious. 
That is not the case with curlers. Probably the biggest step 
forward for our sport was the introduction of the free guard 
rule 20 years ago. Suddenly, 1-0 games became 9-8 
thrillers and that attracted fans and television coverage.  

But that innovative spirit is not limited to curling’s governing 
body. The latest innovation is the brainchild of Ontario 
women’s skip Sherry Middaugh, who came up with a new 
way to thank her sponsors and contribute to the sport. 

She decided to launch a mentoring program that links her 
team with a junior women’s rink, the Canadian Curling 
Association website reports. It involves joint training 
weekends, communication throughout the curling season 
and some financial assistance.  

The beneficiary of Middaugh’s offer is skip Molly 
Greenwood’s Kitchener-Waterloo team of Evie Fortier, 
Haley Procak and Emily Watson. Greenwood says 
Middaugh’s rink made her team feel like they were equals 
and she was looking forward to building a relationship with 
them. 

League Champions for 2013-14 

TUESDAY EVENING MIXED: First all-star team -- Brenda 
Rouse, Linda Hooper, Henry Eckert, Kathleen Eckert; 
second all-star team -- Dan Neeb, Nancy Fader, Paul 
Boothe, Charlotte Knowles (the league format is by 
individual entry with teams made up for each of four six-
week draws. Hence, there is no championship team, so two 
all-star teams are selected instead). 

TUESDAY UWO LEAGUE: Dan Armstrong, Don Spratt, 
Nathan Weir, Jeff Rule 

WOMEN’S DAYTIME SECTION (WDS) FRIDAY 
COMPETITIVE LEAGUE: Dianne McKenna, Penny Brown, 
Carole Darowski, Darlene ten Haaf. In the seven-week 
finals – B flight winners Janet Stenson, Shirley Vaile, Guiti 
Massoumi, Joan Cuthbert; A flight winners and league 
champions Miolyka Steele, Pam Harrison, Deb Pullen, 
Wendy Foster. 

MILLER: Tim Lindsay, Kirk Massey, Mark Flynn, Bob 
Bourdeau 

WINEXPERT: Cam Murray, Dave Weber, Stan Smith, 
Bruce Thom 

THAMES VALLEY: Terry Walker, Jason Laroque, Paul 
Poole, Terry Nelson 

BUSINESS WOMEN'S THURSDAY NIGHT: Candis 
MacDougall, Heather Greenfield, Mary Moyer, Laura Moyer  

ROLLING STONES: Bruce Turner, Frank Hubbs, J.D.Tong, 
Gary Coutts 

PRESIDENT’S LEAGUE: Dave Beckett, Tom Zavitz, Greg 
Lewis, Paul Reily 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON MIXED: Dan Yurkewich, Emilee 
Girard, Lyndon Rey, Kristen McDonald 

SWEENEY LEAGUE: Mike Ernewein, Eric Duggan, Don 
Whitred, Randy McNaught 

TEASDALE: Ron McLennan, Bob Kerwin, Terry Crawford, 
Bob Wakefield 

FRIDAY MIXED: David Beckett, Susan Beckett, Paul Reily, 
Claudette Reily 
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LCC LEAGUE CONVENORS – 2014-2015 

Miller 

 Derek McClary 636-6383 bluewatermilk@yahoo.ca 

Winexpert 

 Stan Smith 473-5141 stanpsmith@sympatico.ca  

Western University 

 Will Church 473-6277 church@cohenhighley.com 
 Marcie Penner-Wilger 694-6228 mpennerw@uwo.ca 

Learn to Curl 

 Jack Nichol 439-0862 jnichol3@rogers.com 

Tues Night Open 

 Dan Neeb 266-1816 neeber_15@hotmail.com 
 Peter Fewster 672-2426 peter.fewster@gmail.com 

President’s 

 Roger Moyer 473-4119 roger.moyer@ontario.ca 
 Mary Moyer 473-4119 inthepool@sympatico.ca  

Rolling Stones 

 Kevin Bentley   641-6257 kevin.bentley@ontario.ca 

Sweeney 

 Marc Claveau 472-4294 mclaveau@yahoo.com  

Teasdale 

 Ron McLennan 681-4459 donaron.ent@rogers.com 
 Bob Kerwin 652-3474 robert.kerwin@sympatico.ca 

Business Women’s 

 Cathy Osborne-Rice 455-4984 cosbornerice@gmail.com 

Friday Mixed 

 Joan McKinnell 474-0544 jomckin@sympatico.ca 

Women’s Day 

 Jan Murray 652-2376 jan.murray@sympatico.ca 

Friday Competitive 

 Linda Bailey 268-6996 lbailey@execulink.ca 

Men’s Day 

 Peter Bailey 268-6996 lbailey@execulink.ca 

Wednesday Mixed 

 Darlene ten Haaf 471-9354 tenhaaf3743@rogers.com 

Thames Valley 

 Wes Hull 902-3626 wes.hull@guillevin.com 
 Matt Scott 850-5490 mattgoleafsgo@hotmail.com 

Sunday Mixed Social 

 Nancy King 675-1918 curlingking@outlook.com 

Bantam/Juniors 

 Jennifer Cuddie 649-6651 jennifercuddie@gmail.com 
 Tony Francolini 936-7893 tfrancolini@rogers.com 

Little Rocks 

 Pete Daley 439-0538 daley.pete@gmail.com 

Sunday UWO Students 

 David Ferguson 615-0277 dfergu7@uwo.ca 

Pro Shoppe offers curlers 
ball cap, headband  

with protective plates 
Curlers who are reluctant to protect their heads with a 
hockey helmet now have another option. LCC Pro Shoppe 
director Richard Rodgers now can offer men a baseball cap 
with a protective plate in the back and a headband with 
built-in protection for women. 

Many men wear a cap on the ice so switching to one with 
protection should be an easy transition. Rodgers says the 
cap has two layers made of material used in hockey 
helmets and sandwiched between them is foam similar to 
that of a bicycle helmet.  

The cap is available in white or charcoal colours, while 
options for the headband are pink or charcoal. Both cost the 
same -- $49. They are produced by a company known as 
Head First and marketed by Goldline. 

Rodgers has brought in a new line of men’s curling pants 
from Goldline, along with new men’s and women’s pants 
from Asham. They are an alternative to the low-riders now 
marketed to young women curlers. 

The Pro Shoppe is again offering $5 off the price of a new 
gripper or a new brush head to curlers who turn in their old 
ones. Grippers range in price from $17 to $20 and brush 
heads cost $20 to $30. 

Burt Dowsett 
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McLennan rink Teasdale 
champions for 2013-14 

Ron McLennan's rink of Bob Kerwin, Terry Crawford and 
Bob Wakefield won the Teasdale league championship for 
the 2013-14 season and represented the league in the LCC 
club championships. Teams skipped by Don Dudley, Ted 
Ellwood and Dave Mann finished in a three-way tie for the 
runner-up position in the playoffs. 

The Teasdale league is a senior men's competitive league 
that plays on Thursday afternoons. The last game was on 
March 27 and the winner was presented with the plaque in 
memory of Butch Teasdale, a former curler and president 
of the club. Six teams made the playoffs, while the other 
eight teams played for the consolation award.  

Mike Bancroft's rink was the consolation winner, while the 
“Screeching Bull Moose” award for the skip judged to have 
the loudest line calls was won by Chuck Townsend. 

A wine draw followed the award presentations. Following 
the speeches it was announced that Ron McLennan and 
Bob Kerwin would take over as co-convenors next season. 
I believe the curlers enjoyed their participation in this 
league and I want to thank everyone for the co-operation I 
received as convenor. 

Gord Sellery, Past Convenor 

 

Skip Ron McLennan’s rink of Bob Kerwin, Terry Crawford 
and Bob Wakefield is the Teasdale league’s 2013-14 
champion. 

Protecting the ice surface 
every curler’s responsibility 

Making good ice is the job of ice makers. Protecting it is the 
responsibility of us all. It isn’t difficult. In fact, it’s mainly 
common sense. 

It starts at the front door of the LCC where there are two 
machines with powered brushes that clean the soles of our 
street shoes. That means less dirt on the lounge and 
dressing room carpets and less chance of curling shoes 
picking it up. Other good practices include: 

 Replace your gripper every year because the rubber 
can break down into small pieces that fall on the ice 
and cause picks. 

 When you step onto the ice, stand behind the backline 
or slide along the dividing line between sheets for a 
minute or two so your curling shoes can cool down. It 
is especially critical if you use a metal slider. This 
practice reduces the chance of warm shoes melting a 
spot on the playing surface. 

 Never place your hands or knees on the ice. In just two 
or three seconds it can melt a spot on the ice that 
converts your shot from perfect to a miss. 

  Brooms pick up dirt on the ice and they also shed it 
right in front of your teammate’s rock. Clean them often 
in a game. 

 Wear the right clothing. Curling jackets and pants 
today have a smooth, sheen-like surface for good 
reason. There’s no loose material to fall on the ice, 
unlike some of their forerunners. 

Burt Dowsett 

An ice maker’s revenge 
Once seen posted in a curling club lounge 
(not the LCC): “Notice to curlers who like to 
complain about the ice. Remember this. If 
you can’t swim, you don’t blame the water.” 

 
 

  

 


