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  Th e London Curling Club board of directors has 
initiated a new club facilities committee with the objective 
of planning for the future. 
  Our 100-year-old building can no longer meet our club’s 
growing needs or help us achieve our long-term goals for 
club membership and growth.  
  With direction from the board of directors, the new club 
facilities committee will review and evaluate the options 
available to the London Curling Club for building a 
new arena and clubhouse that will allow us to have 
top-notch facilities for all levels of curling in London 
and the surrounding area. Options being considered are 
rebuilding at a new location, leasing and renovating an 
existing building or partnering with other organizations in 
building a multi-use facility.
  Th e committee will also be working on the fi nancing 
and fundraising activities needed to raise the necessary 
funds to build and sustain our club for many years to 
come. To help achieve this goal we’re presently working 
with a team of students from the Ivey School of Business. 
As part of their data analysis, members will be asked to 
complete a survey in early October. Please provide your 
input into this process as it will help us determine the 
path for the future of our club.
  We’ll keep you in the loop through regular updates in 
Rock Talk. If you have questions or wish to help us plan 
for the future of London Curling Club, please contact 
Dave Beckett.

Welcome new and 
returning club members
A message from Paul Pergau, president, 
London Curling Club

   Another curling season is 
upon us. I recently realized 
I’ve been curling for almost 
60 years. Where does time 
go? Th is season promises to 
be even better than last year. 
Dave Rush did a great job as 
your president last season. 
I hope I can similarly meet 
your needs this season.
   As I write this column in late September, it’s too 
warm to create curling ice. I hope our new head ice 
technician, Mark Phillips, can make and hold our 
ice using our aging facilities! Mark is no stranger to 
our club and we thank him for stepping in when 
needed.
  Kevin Breivik’s contract as head ice technician was 
not renewed this season. We want to thank Kevin 
for his many years of making and maintaining 
ice for our club and wish him well in his future 
ventures. 
  Lots of things will be happening at our club this 
season. We have a new facilities project up and 
running with Dave Beckett as project manager 
(see the article at right). Dave will provide us with 
updates as the project progresses. 

...CONT’D ON PAGE 2
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...PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE FROM PAGE 1

  As part of an Ontario-wide Canada 150 initiative, 
we’re planning a Celebrate Our Club bonspiel on Nov. 
18. Watch for more information and signup sheets 
closer to that date. 
  Someone brought to my attention the other day 
that we often fail to thank people who provide us 
with great service. I’ll take this opportunity to thank 
our curling club staff  including our club and offi  ce 
managers, ice technicians, bar staff  and housekeepers. 
See the directory in this issue for their names and take 
a moment to personally thank them for all they do. 
  On behalf of your board of directors, I hope you have 
a great year of curling. Please take advantage of the 
many opportunities to participate in club activities and 
help out as often as you’re able. Together, let’s have a 
terrifi c curling season. See you on and off  the ice.

  How many London Curling Club members does 
it take to change a whole lot of light bulbs? Well, 
we found out when the board approved installation 
of more than 300 LED bulbs, which were installed 
with help of our members at the end of last season. 
Motion sensors have also been installed in the main 
washrooms. 
  Th is investment will pay for itself within two years by 
reducing our hydro consumption. It will also provide 
improved lighting, especially on the ice. Th anks to 
everyone who helped with the installation!
  Also thanks to member Ron McLennan for taking on 
the task of replacing our worn out bar countertop.

Watch for new on-ice 
lighting and bar counter

Two new shoe and broom 
choices in the pro shop
  Th e London Curling Club pro shop has added two 
new shoe lines from Goldline to our inventory. 
  Th e G50 is an athletic shoe with a stable sole to assist 
with balance. It is available with 3/32”, 5/32” or 1⁄4” 
tefl on sliders, or with double grippers for stick curlers. 

  Th e Quantum E off ers superior comfort and 
durability. Slider disks (sold separately) must be 
installed and are available in three diff erent speed 
ratings. 
  Th e G50 and Quantum E are available for both men 
and women.
  We also have Goldline’s new Fiberlite Air broom in 
stock (carbon fi ber available). Th is broom uses a new 
design of the popular Norway pad. Check it out!
  Please support your London Curling Club pro shop. 

Continental Cup still 
looking for volunteers
  Volunteers in all positions are still required for the 
2018 WFG Continental Cup to be held in London in 
January. To sign up, please visit http://www.curling.
ca/2018continentalcup/volunteers/
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I want to retire at 60.

I can help with your goals. Let’s talk about Money for Life.

Life insurance  •  Long term care insurance  •  RRSPs

Mutual funds distributed by Sun Life Financial Investment Services (Canada) Inc.
Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada is a member of the Sun Life Financial group of companies.
© Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada, 2017. 

Barbara Moore
Tel: 519-641-0202
barb.moore@sunlife.com
www.sunlife.ca/barb.moore

Life’s brighter under the sun

© Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada, 2017. 

  Th e inaugural “Can You Hack It?” bonspiel was held 
on March 11, 2017 at London Curling Club. 2015-
16 learn-to-curl member Valerie Ruscio suggested this 
type of bonspiel. Allan Julia-Franco and M.J. O’Reilly 
suggestd the name.
  Th e purpose of the bonspiel was to help club mem-
bers, specifi cally Learn to Curl members, meet other 
club members. Half of the curlers were from learn to 
curl in the past two years.
  Th e bonspiel featured two six-end games. Individual 
registrants listed their preferred playing position and 
teams were created with the goal of placing curlers 
from diff erent leagues together. Teams were mixed up 
after the fi rst game, resulting in participants curling, 
with or against, up to 14 diff erent people during the 
day. Th is format was well received by participants.
  A delicious lunch of soup, sandwiches and desserts 
was catered by Nooner’s. Th anks to John Sizeland for 
the recommendation.
  Organizers Dan and Melissa Neeb would like to 
thank Fay Weiler, Jim Russell, Bruce Th om, Lotfi eh 
Albarazi, and Michael and Barb Leisinger, bartender 
Les Sonier and the ice making crew. Special thanks 
to Greg Lewis and the London Curling Club pro 
shop for donating a broom that was raffl  ed for during 
lunch. A 50/50 draw was also held during lunch.
  All net bonspiel proceeds will be used to enhance the 
learn-to-curl program ar London Curling Club.
  Th e Can You Hack It? bonspiel is scheduled again 
for March 10, 2018, so mark your calendar now. Or-
ganizers hope to expand to two draws to include even 
more club members.

Inaugural March bonspiel 
successful 

���������������

Club volunteers honoured 
  In appreciation and recognition for their outstanding 
volunteer contribution to the London Curling Club,  
at a ceremony on March 19, these members were 
presented the Ontario Volunteer Service Award. 
Shown below left to right are Bob Kerwin, Jinx 
Findlay, Ron McLennan and John Crosby. Missing 
from the photo were Pat Boothe and Bruce Th om.
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Event fi ve winners
  Forty-eight curlers participated in this six-week event 
which began Jan. 31 and ended March 21. Th e event was 
won by the team of (below left to right) Guiti Massoumi, 
Sandy Ronson, Sue Turner and Joan Bancroft (missing).  

In second place was Cindy Th om, Heather Greenfi eld, 
Mary Cross and Wanda Mara. Th e team of Jan Murray, 
Lise Tranmer, Sue Ferguson and Mary Stokley fi nished  
third.  

Event 6  
  Th is event brought out 32 curlers and a few spares. 
Th e winning team (below, left to right) Pat Boothe, 
Doris Montgomery, skip Jan Murray and Mary DeKay 
(missing). We fi nished the event with a light snack of 
squares.

Friday league fi nale
Th e Friday Ladies Team League held their fi nale on March 
24 with a traditional pot luck luncheon. Marj Dudley’s 
team donated centerpieces in memory of Linda Karl. 
Prizes were awarded to:

“A” Flight - 1st and League Champion: Marlene “A” Flight - 1st and League Champion: Marlene “A” Flight
Benny, Mary Lynne Patterson, Mary Lois Cooper, 
Linda Round. 2nd: Sylvia Leuszler, Mary Ellen 
Duggan, Mary Lucas, Sandra Fox. 3rd: Joyce 
Hetherington, Marnie Dickout, Linda Peeling, 
Jean Cameron.

“B” Flight - 1st: Jinx Findlay, Jan Murray, 
Dayna Dann, Sandy Ronson. 2nd Place:  Dianne 
McKenna, Cheryl Adams, Cathy Townsend, 
Liz Oehm, 3rd Place:  Karen Lowry, Heather 
Greenfi eld, Judy Solfalvi, Gwen Steffl  er.

Round Robin - 1st: Linda Bailey, Pam Harrison, 
Darlene TenHaaf, Joan Crosby. 2nd:  Joyce 
Hetherington, Marnie Dickout, Linda Peeling, 
Jean Cameron. 3rd  Marj Dudley, Shanti Nichol, 
Sherry Chambers, Sue Lundy.

WDS closing meeting and luncheon 
  Th e meeting, chaired by Pam Harrison, was held 
on March 28 with 56 WDS Members and 6 WDS 
Social Members attending. Executive members 
for the 2017-2018 season include: Pam Harrison 
(Past-Chair), Sylvia Leuszler (Chair), Jinx Findlay 
(Vice-Chair), Joan Crosby (Secretary), Sherry 
Chambers (Games Coordinator), Darlene ten 
Haaf (Assistant Games Coordinator) and Karen 
Jacobsen (Photographer/Historian). 

Upcoming events
  Th e WDS Card Party and Luncheon will be 
held on Wednesday, Oct. 25, starting at 12:30 
with card games at 1 p.m. Tickets available from 
Judi Sofalvi and Janice Elloway starting on Oct.3 
at the WDS Opening Meeting. Tickets are $10 
each/$40 for a table of four. Judi Sofalvi and 
Janice Elloway are co-convenor.
  Our annual Jeanettes’ Early Bird” bonspiel will 
be held on Wednesday, Nov. 8 sponsored by Joyce 
Hetherington. Th e sign-up sheet is posted in the 
upstairs women’s locker room. Lynda Reesor and 
Cheryl Adams are co-convenors.

Women’s daytime league event winners report
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  Th e fi nal night of 2016-2017 Friday mixed league 
featured all kinds of winners. 
  On the ice, the “A” fl ight championship and London 
Curling Club mixed championship was won by team 
(shown below left to right of Lonnie Berry, Barbara 
Kearns and Bruce and Cindy Th om. 

Th e “B” Flight champs were the team (shown below 
left to right) of Barry and Doris Montgomery, Ron 
Swartz and Gwen Steffl  er.

All season long, the Friday mixed league ran a game 
called “Draw the Button”. Each week a name was 
drawn and that person would get a chance to draw 
the “Button” card from a deck of cards. If they did, 
they won the jackpot! If another card was drawn it was 
removed from the deck and the jackpot would carry 
over and continue to grow. Th e jackpot was won only 
once during the season, and therefore the remaining  
jackpot had to be claimed. Names were drawn and 
those people drew cards until there were only two left 
in the deck. Sandy Bradford-Zavitz then drew the 
button card for the jackpot win!

Friday evening mixed 
league winners

Information night attracts 
new club members
  Tuesday, Sept.12, volunteers and league convenors 
welcomed new and prospective members with tours 
and more. Volunteers sported new neon-blue London 
Curling Club t-shirts which easily identifi ed them. 
Modelling their new-shirts below are Joan Dickie (left) 
and Wanda Mara of the member services committee. 
  When asked how they heard about London Curling 
Club, many information night attendees told us they 
use our website to shop for sports activities.
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TEL (519) 652-5811
LAMBETH
               
BYRON
               
SOUTHDALE RD and COLONEL TALBOT RD
               
WESTMOUNT SHOPPING CENTRE
               
WONDERLAND RD S and SOUTHDALE RD
               
LONDON, ONTARIO

John and Rose Geraghty, Owner/Operators

jgeraghty@germgt.com

rgeraghty@germgt.com

Ron McLennan team wins 
fi rst club championship
  Like many curlers, Ron McLennan was shooting 
pucks into a hockey net before he began drawing the 
button on a curling rink. “I kind of like being out in 
the cold,” he quips.
  About 40 years later, Ron skipped his men’s team in 
the Teasdale league to win his fi rst club championship 
in last spring’s playoff s. Th e team is shown below, left 
to right: Bob Wakefi eld, skip Ron McLennan, Ken 
Teasdale, Terry Crawford and Bob Kerwin.

  Th eir win was only the second time since other 
leagues were given a chance to challenge the Miller 
league for the club men’s title that one of them won 
(the other was a Th ames Valley league rink skipped by 
Terry Walker).
  In his younger days, McLennan played in the Miller 
league, generally accepted as the most competitive 
league in the club. “In all those years with Butch 
(Teasdale) the best we did was second or third.”
  As a public school physical education teacher Ron 
was familiar with many sports but he had never 
curled. Th en one day in the staff  room at school, some 
teachers were talking about it and “I thought I would 
like to try it. Ken Buchan started me on curling. He 
was doing a workshop.” 
  
Berry team wins mixed title with late shot
Th e mixed club champion is the team of Lonnie Berry, 
Barb Kearns, Bruce Th om and  Cindy Th om.
  “It came down to the last shot,” said Bruce. “Lonnie 
made a great shot.” Th at forced the opposing skip to 
make a very diffi  cult shot, which was missed. 

Women’s club championship not contested
  Business women’s league champion Sue Lawrence 
retained her women’s club title without a playoff . 
Th e women’s daytime competitive league challenger 
decided not to contest the championship. Lawrence’s 
team includes Samantha Goldsmith, Deanna Dougan, 
Carrie Webster and Jamie Keltz.

by Burt Dowsett

Club hosts 2 successful 
skills clinics
  On Saturday, Sept. 30, Th e London Curling Club 
hosted two clinics. From 9 to 11:30 a.m., 30 new and 
beginning curlers were introduced to the game and to 
the club. 
  From 12:30 to 3 p.m., 40 more experienced curlers  
had their skills sharpened by London Curling Club 
coaches, and three guest coaches from the Ontario 
Curling Association. 
  Th anks to everyone who volunteered during the day 
and helped coach. 
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Board of directors executive committee
President: Paul Pergau
Vice president: Jinx Findlay
Past president: Dave Rush
Treasurer: Bruce Turner
Secretary: Fay Weiler
Executive member: Dave Weber

Portfolio directors
Advertising: Michael Leisinger
Leagues and OCA: Bruce Th om
Promotion: Marjorie Dudley
Member services: Joyce Hetherington
Skills and development: Pat Boothe

Club staff
Club manager: Greg Lewis
Offi  ce assistant: Barb Colbourn
Head ice technician: Mark Phillips
Ice assistants: Stan Smith, Tony Verberne, 
Luke Heitcamp, Derek Shadlock, Ted Walker
Bar manager: Les Sonier
Bar staff : Leslie Murphy, Missie Gosse
Housekeeper: Kristen Venner
Weekend housekeeper: Nilah Woodcock

Website
Peter Fewster

ROCKtalk newsletter 
Brian Arnold, editor
519-657-9820 | barnold439@gmail.com
Reporters: Burt Dowsett and George Clark
Issue deadlines: Oct. 24, 2017, Nov. 28, 2017, Dec. 
25, 2017, Jan. 23, 2018,  Feb. 27, 2018

League convenors 2016-2017
Contact information available on londoncurling.ca

Miller: Derek McClary
Winexpert: Stan Smith
Th ompson Social: John Crosby
Learn to Curl: Dan Neeb, Melissa Neeb
Tuesday Evening Mixed: Peter Fewster
Wednesday Open: Stan Smith
Wednesday Mixed Social: Not fi lled
Rolling Stones: Kirk George
Sweeney: Don Whitred
Teasdale: Bob Kerwin
Business Women’s: Marylu Fulkerson
Friday Mixed: Dawn Lewis
Women’s Daytime Teams: Sandra Fox
Women’s Daytime Social: Sherry Chambers
Men’s Daytime Social: Michael Leisinger
Th ames Valley: Mike Ernewein, Mike Ramsay
Sunday Mixed Social: Nancy King
Bantam/Juniors: Tony Francolini
Little Rocks: Heather Bugler, Scott Bugler
Western Mixed: Aaron Wyville

Who’s who in your curling club

London Curling Club
377 Lyle Street, London, ON  N5W 3RS
Telephone: 519-432-3882  |  londoncurling.ca
Email: londoncurlingclub@gmail.com
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The 19th Annual Friends of Curling Golf Tournament
  On Tuesday, June 20 at Forest City National Golf Club, 36 players participated in the 19th Annual Friends of 
Curling Golf Tournament, raising $1,255 to kick off  London Curling Club’s Prostate Cancer fundraiser to be held 
in January 2018.

Sweeney league champs 
  Th e Th ursday evening Sweeney league celebrated 
their 2016-2017 champs at four positions. Shown 
below are Eric Duggan (vice), Eric George (lead) 
and John Fraser (skip). Missing was Neil Garnham 
(second).

Spirit of Curling winners 
  Th e most recent winners of the London Curling 
Club Spirit of Curling Award, Dan and Melissa Neeb, 
are shown below receiving their silverware during the 
annual general meeting from Dave Rush, then club 
president. Congratulations!


