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Survey says 100 new club members  
appreciate Covid-19 protocols   
   Approximately 100 new members joined 
the London Curling Club this year! Most 
came from other clubs (mainly Highland 
Curling Club and Ilderton Curling Club). 
Some recently relocated to London. A few 
retired and hadn’t curled for many years 
and several were new curlers.
   London Curling Club recently 
conducted a survey of new members 
to ensure that they were enjoying their 
curling experience and to identify any 
issues or concerns. Over half of the new 
members responded to our survey.
   Most respondents felt London Curling 
Club has worked very hard to organize its 
operations. Extreme care has been taken 
to adhere to the protocols imposed by the 
pandemic to provide a safe environment 
along with a good curling experience.
   The physical layout of the club is good 
and very helpful to know where to go and 
how to get there. 
   Communication to members has been 
excellent, keeping them informed in a 
timely manner, especially when the club 
has had to modify operations to keep the
club open as pandemic protocols have changed.
   And while they say club members have been very 
welcoming, friendly and helpful, many suggest it’s been 
difficult to get to know others while wearing a mask 
and social distancing. As well, several have chosen not 

to remain after the game to socialize as a 
choice to limit their Covid-19 exposure. 
   Those who joined our Learn to Curl 
program have been most impressed 
withthe coaches, who they describe 
as being welcoming, friendly, helpful, 
supportive,
flexible accommodating and encouraging 
— “They just never give up on you!”
   Generally, everyone is just happy to be 
able to curl this winter, albeit differently 
and they look forward to the future when 
a “normal” curling season can resume.
   Joel Moore, one those 100 new 
members who previously played at 
Highland Curling Club says that so far 
he’s “happy with the decision to play 
here.” He adds, “The ice has been a 
challenge but seems to be getting better as 
the weather turns.”
   When asked if he’d consider joining 
London Curling Club next season even 
if Highland reopens, he says, “We have 
discussed it and we’ll have a hard decision 
next fall. 
   He also adds, “We know it would have 

been easy to just cancel the season but your management 
have done the work necessary to get things running. It 
is also nice to be part of a club that really values their 
members.”
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   Here’s your WDS executive for 2020/2021 season. 
From left to right, Marj Dudley, vice-chair, Lise 
Tranmer, games co-ordinator, Joanne Laws, past chair, 
Sherry Chambers, chair, Liz Oehm, assistant games 
co-ordinator and Katy Farrow, secretary. 

EVENT ONE RESULTS
•  First place: Janet Legue, Judi Sofalvi, Karen Jacobsen 

and Mardi McLachlan
•  Second place: Cindy Th om, Barb Morrisey, Fran 

Corby and Stacey Farley
•  Th ird place: Jinx Findlay/Linda Bailey, Sherry 

Chambers, Mary Blasl and Elsa Donovan
•  Th anks to Darlene ten Haaf, convenor 

HELP FOR MY SISTER’S PLACE
Th e Women’s Daytime Section would like to invite 
all London Curling Club members to contribute 
to a Christmas Wish List for My Sister’s Place, a 
safe haven for women in London. Please place your 
donations in the decorated box located in the upstairs 
lounge. We will empty it at least twice a week. Th is 
year My Sister’s Place would prefer smaller items, as 
storage space is at a premium. Please put gift cards 
and grocery cards in an envelope, so they don’t fall 
through the cracks! Here are some suggestions for 
donations:
•  $5 Tim Horton’s card (small denominations please)
•  $10 grocery store gift card (small denominations 

please)
•  Adult and senior bus tickets
•  Other necessities such as shampoo, conditioner, 

soap, lotion, deodorant, razors, toothbrush/
toothpaste, hand sanitizer, pocket-size tissues, gloves, 
mitts, hats, scarves, socks, underwear

   Th anks in advance for helping!

Women’s Daytime Section executive and results
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EXCALIBURINSURANCE.CA

   In mid-November all three London Curling Club 
junior teams had great showings during the Junior 
Slam Series (JSS) Orion Slam held at the Dundas 
Valley Golf and Curling Club. 
   Team Stratton (Kyle Stratton, Liam Tardif, Matthew 
Pouget and Brayden Appleby) coached by Tim 
Lindsay, got their fi rst U18 JSS championship win 
with a record of six wins and no losses. Th ey shot an 
incredible 81% in the semifi nal game against Team 
Jones from Burlington Golf and Curling Club. 
   Team Smith (shown at right, Amanda Smith, Hailey 
Brittain, Meghan Pouget and Nicole Musselman),  
coach by Krista Appleby, claimed their fi rst JSS A-side 
consolation win against Team Middaugh. 
   Team Stockton (Dylan Stockton, Micah Di Vito, 
Jacob Bugler and Cole Stratton), coached by Andy 
Stratton, surprised the entire fi eld with a 2-2 round 
robin record at Dylan’s fi rst U18 slam.
   Congratulations on all these great performances. 

Juniors continue their 
good play in Slam series

Got a story for Rock Talk?
Please send any story ideas or club happenings for the 
next issue to Brian Arnold (barnold439@gmail.com). 
Deadline for the January 2021 issue is Dec. 28.

www.homecastle.ca

WINDOWS AND DOORS
Visit our showrom at
535 First St., London

519-659-3550
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Shop local this holiday season!
Here are some great gift ideas!
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Wild Bird Seed
is our Specialty
Holiday Season Shopping? 
We have a great selection of 
garden decor, beeswax candles, 
bird feeders and gifts! 
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Puzzled about how to spend 
your long, cold wintry days ahead?
Hyde Park Feed & Country Store has the answer!
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Puzzle solved!
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PAY NO TAX 
Until Dec. 23, pay no tax on 
all Goldline shoes, brooms 

and headwear in the London 
Curling Club pro shop! Wrap 
up your holiday shopping or 
treat yourself to new gear! 

22254 Cherry Hill Road, Thorndale, Ontario N0M 2P0
Telephone: (519) 461-1470          Fax: (519) 461-0804

Ask the icemaker
With Mark Flynn, Head Ice Technician, 
London Curling Club

   Q: Why does it seem like the 
ice is slower when the rocks 
have been sanded?

   A: Th e ice may sees slower 
but in fact it’s still running 
the same speed as before. Th e 
main diff erence is that the 
rocks are now traveling a lot 
more distance because of the 
extra curl. I’m always trying to get a good balance 
with speed and curl however outside temps make that 
diffi  cult at times.

A very busy house

Th is photo is from a recent daytime men’s 
social group contest where all 16 rocks were 
still in play at the end of one end. And it looks 
like only one point was scored. 
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   Th is year has certainly raised many challenges. Th e 
sport of curling is being played diff erently. We’re 
wearing masks, distancing from each other and unable 
to socialize after the game in the same way as before. 
Some curling clubs remain closed and many lifelong 
curlers have decided to take a year away from the 
game. Yet we remain fortunate as many people in the 
community are struggling with a diff erent challenge.
— meeting the basic necessities of life.
   Organizations that support to those in need are 
seeing a reduction in donations and fewer volunteers 
coming out to help. Toy drives are not as successful 
because people are reluctant to shop in person and 
when a toy is donated itmust be quarantined.
   Last year London Curling Club members gave 
generously to a local toy drive. Th is year, to help 
those in need and as a way to show our generosity, we 
ask you to consider a cash donation to the Salvation 
Army by using a “virtual kettle” set up to accept 
online donations. 
   Please visit kettle.salvationarmy.ca and search
for virtual bell-ringer “London Curling Club”.
When you give, you’re helping support access to basic 
rights such as nutritious food, health care, education 
and economic opportunity. Your donation will help 
vulnerable people in our community, at Christmas 
and throughout the year. By fi lling our virtual
kettle, you can help restore hope and dignity to those 
most in need.
   Please help us fi ll our virtual 
kettle in support of Th e Salvation 
Army Christmas Campaign in 
the London region.

imagine the possibilities.
Reconnect with life ...

For all your hearing needs:

1807 Wonderland Road N.

519.473.5850
460 Springbank Dr.

519.936.5850 

2018 WINNER®

www.bentleyhearing.com

Helping those in need 
this holiday season

 

 

 

Let’s Help Those in Need 
 

This year has certainly raised many challenges. The sport of curling is being played 
differently. We are wearing masks, distancing from each other and unable to socialize 
after the game in the same way as before. Some curling clubs remain closed and many 
lifelong curlers have decided to take a year away from the game. Yet we remain 
fortunate as many people in the community are struggling with a different challenge. 
They are having difficulty meeting the basic necessities of life. 
 
Organizations that focus on providing help and support to those in need are seeing a 
reduction in donations and fewer volunteers coming out to help. Toy drives are not as 
successful because people are reluctant to shop in person and when a toy is donated it 
must be quarantined.  
 
Last year members of the London Curling Club gave generously to a local toy drive. 
This year, to help those in need and as a way to show our generosity, we are asking 
you to consider a cash donation to the Salvation Army by using a “virtual kettle” that has 
been set up to accept online donations.  Please visit kettle.salvationarmy.ca and search 
for virtual bell-ringer “London Curling Club”.  
 
When you give, you are helping support access to basic rights such as nutritious food, 
health care, education and economic opportunity. Your donation will help vulnerable 
people in our community, at Christmas and throughout the year. By filling our virtual 
kettle, you can help restore hope and dignity to those most in need. 
 
Please help us fill our virtual kettle in support of The Salvation Army Christmas 
Campaign in the London region. 
 

Boxing Day family curling 
cancelled this year 
   Due to worries regarding Covid-19 precautions and 
family gatherings, the annual London Curling Club 
free family Boxing Day curling will be cancelled this 
year. Let’s hope we’re able to bring it back next year!

The staff and board 
of directors of 

London Curling Club 
wish you a 
safe, happy 

holiday season!


